» the die-hards will ery 


After Rome... p.% 


PEACE NEWS 


No. 136. 


LONDON, FRIDAY, JANUARY 20, 1939. 


2d. 


CONSCRIPTION—IS IT ON 
THE WAY? 


— National Register 


“The “The P.P.U. Mustn’t P.U. Mustn’t 
Only Preach 


Pacifism,” 
says JAMES HUDSON 


Hon. Secretary, No Conscription 
League 


"THE “Voluntary Register,” little dan- 


gerous in itself, is now in ominous 
relation with the Recruiting Campaign. 
Young people, not grempted in the 
scheduled trades, will » rt 
shortly be pressed by 
all sorts of intimida- 
tion. into the war 
machine. 


Many will resist. 
Of that we may be 
sure after the ex-@ 
pression of popular | 
loathing for war last 
“September. 


When March comes 


from the housetops 
the failure of volun- 
tarism. The Govern- 
ment will agree. What then ? 


I am told it is none of PPU business to 
oppose conscription. Its job is to preach 
pacifism. One might just as well decline 
to eradicate slums and cesspools, and pro- 
claim the principles of public health in- 
stead. 


It is pure irrelevancy to say that those 
who want war cannot logically object to 
having to fight. There are lots and lots of 
people who do not want war. The PPU 
will not enrol them, however, if it post- 
pones the fight against conscription till the 
resister is left with only his cross to bear. 
Pacifism must fight conscription before it 
becomes law if only because of what awaits 
afterwards. 


Many PPU members will, no doubt, 
attend at the Conway Hall next Sunday: 
when the No Conscription League initiate 
political resistance to conscription. The 
PPU was political when it lobbied MPs 
about van Zeeland and petitioned the 
Government to support Roosevelt. Can it 
then decline to support the No Conscrip- 
tion League because its work will be 

political? 


“ Constructive 


Methods are 


the Best” 


says VERA BRITTAIN 
Sponsor of the P.P.U. 


I REALLY would rather not comment on 
the No Conscription League, as my 
interest in pacifism is so much greater. in 
other directions. 
“I think we all} 
spend far too much 
time in opposing 
ARP, conscription, 
&c., &c., instead of 
exploring methods of 
approach to _ other § 
countries, finding | 
fresh routes to recon- 
ciliation, and educat- 
ing people to under- 
stand the urgency 
and importance of a 
new International 
Peace Conference. 
The recent letters 
sent to the German 


and Recruitment 


Steps 


to Regimentation 


HOW SHALL WE RESIST IT? 


League, we published an exclusive, and widely quoted, state- 


L AST week, in announcing the formation of the No Conscription 


ment by Mr. Fenner Brockway, secretary of the Independent 
Labour Party and a member of the Committee of the League. 


We invited Sponsors of ti: Peace Pledge Union, officials of the. 
No Conscription League, prominent unattached pacifists, and rank- 
and-file members of the Peace “ledge Union to express their opinions 
on the formation of the No Conscription League and on opposition 
to the National Register as a forerunner to Conscription. 


We publish on this page and elsewhere in this issue a represen- 
tative selection of the replies we have received. We hope to publish 
a further selection in our next issue. 


We draw attention to the fact that an Emergency Convention 
will be held on Sunday next, in the Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, 
W.C.1, at 2.30 p.m., under the auspices of the League. 


To express its own opposition to the National Register, to Con- 
scription (to which, it is believed, the Register will lead), and to 
other war preparations already afoot, the Peace Pledge Union will 
me ees hold a public meeting in London. 
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people represent exactly the kind of 
activity which I should like to see 
extended. 


I realize, of course, that if war comes 
opposition is inevitable, since the | indi- 
vidual is then immediately faced with the 
choice between serving and refusing to 
serve. But even in war time I should be 
more interested in methods of maintaining 
relations with enemy countries, and in 
working for a sane and early peace, than 
in any campaign of opposition to military 
measures. 


To concentrate on such a campaign when 
hopes of peace still exist appears to me as 
a form of defeatism. The job of the PPU 
is to win adherents for the pacifist cause, 


wm) and I am quite sure that constructive 


methods will do this more effectively than 
negative criticism, however well justified. 


The best: way of avoiding conscription is 
surely by the provision of practical alter- 
natives to war, 


Labour and Trade 
Union Opposition 


THE fight against conscription—and in 

particular the national service register 
which is seen as a step in that direction— 
is being fought in the political movement 
despite the impression of a united nation 
that is being represented as backing up the 
Government’s plans. 

Since any opposition is only to be looked 
for among opponents of the Government, 
the campaign is mainly being carried on 
in the Labour movement to reverse the 
official Labour policy of support for 
national service. 

The National Council of the Scottish 
Socialist Party, an affiliated body of the 
Labour Party, issued a declaration last 
week protesting “most emphatically 
against the gross betrayal of the working 
class of the country by the National Council 
of Labour’s decision to accept the National 
Government’s proposal for a national 
register.” The declaration adds: 

This action of the Jeaders of the Labour 
Pary is an abuse of the trust placed in them, 
and on a major issue of this character such a 
decision should not have been taken without a 
clear mandate from the whole movemert in 
conference. 

The National Council of the Scottish Social- 
ist Party therefore urges upon all sections of 
the working-class movement the imperative 
need of organizing demonstrations, of sending 
resolutions to the National Council of Labour 
and using any cther means in their power to 
bring about a reversal of this iniquitous policy. 


The important position of the trade 
unions is emphasized by the announcement 
on Monday that in most areas where local 
national service committees are to be set 
up trade unionist nominations had been 
received by the appropriate committee of 

(continued on back page) 


“Oppose War 
and You Oppose 


Conscription,” 


says GEORGE LANSBURY 
Sponsor of the P.P.U. 


EVERY true pacifist is against conscrip- 

tion and will always oppose it. But 
our opposition to war is founded on a 
conviction that war is a futile folly, 
barbarous and_use- 
less. Those who are 
Christians, while 
agreeing with this, 
m take their stand 
my) against war because 
they believe war is 
anti-Christian, a de- 
nial of our faith. 
Therefore we oppose 


who engage in it are 
volunteers or con- 
scripts, and our oppo- 
sition is equally 
strong against con- 
scription whether 
wealth is or is not conscripted as well as 
flesh and blood. In fact we wholeheartedly 
oppose war as war. I think the one and 
only way to defeat all forms of militarism 
is by preaching in season and out of season 
against all kinds of war and accepting as 
true Sir John Anderson’s statement that if 
we would avoid the dangers of war we 
must avoid war. So whatever of time and 
strength I possess I shall use in an en- 
deavour to persuade men and women to 
say “War, we say No” as the best and 
surest means of avoiding conscription and 
war. 
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CONSCRIPTION 


More Statements 
on page I2 
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NO CONSCRIPTION’ LEAGUE, 
Temporary Address : 

17, PRESCOT ST., LONDON, E.1. 
’Phone : Royal 6876 


Provisional Officers and Committee : 
Chairman: W. Ballantine (Member of 
N.U.R. Exec.). Vice-Chairman: C. H. 
Wilson, M.P. Hon. Treasurer: Rose 
Simpson (Sec. W.C.G.). Hon. Secretary : 
James. H. Hudson. Fenner Brockway, 
Runham Brown, Donald Fraser, D. Freeman, 
Ben Greene, Wilfred Wellocia and others. 


EMERGENCY CONVENTION 


THE NATIONAL "REGISTER AND 
RECRUITING 


THIS MEANS 


CONSCRIPTION 


THE CONWAY HALL, 
RED LION SQUARE, W.C.1. 


Next SUNDAY, JANUARY 22nd 
from 2.30 p.m. to 5.0 p.m. 


Detegates and Individual Tickets - 1/- each 
at the Hall or from James H. Hudson, 
Hon. Sec. 


Donations, please, to: 
(Miss) Rose Simpson (Treasurer), 
Office of the W.C.G., 17, Prescot St., E.1. 


Funds are urgently needed for an immediate 
NATIONAL CAMPAIGN AGAINST 
CONSCRIPTION 


war whether thosé€ 


NEWS 


2 PEACE 


January 20, 1939 


The Colonies: More Replies to Sir Henry Page Croft 


“ft Want to See Colonial “The Native is Treated 
Like an Outeast” 


Peoples Free” 


says WILLIAM GALLACHER 
Communist M.P. for West Fife 


SiR HENRY PAGE CROFT seeks to create 
the impression that the colonies are 

actual liabilities and that we only run 

them out of concern for the inhabitants. 


“For a long period of years,” he says, 
“the British taxpayers actually had to find 
cash for the deficits in the cost of adminis- 
tration in nearly all the colonies.” But 
why? Because the wealth of the colonies 
was, being sucked out by the insatiable 
British financiers. 


He says further on, speaking of the de- 
mand “for handing over certain territories 
to Germany, that the demonstrations in 
Tanganyika and elsewhere “ ought to make 
any man pause before he plays chess with 
human life” Within the British Empire, 
Sir Henry means. Outside of the British 
Empire, in Czecho-Slovakia, in Spain, or 
in China, you can play with human life in 
any way you please. But playing with 
“human life” within the British Empire 
can only be done at the expense of British 
capital investments, and whatever “human 
life” may be, investments are sacred in 
the creed of Sir Henry. He is for holding 
on to what he and his fellow-Imperialists 
have. 


The spirit is as it always was, but the 
language has got to be changed to meet the 
times. Before the War, Sir Henry’s friend 
and colleague, Sir William Joynson Hicks, 
eould openly declare, “ With the sword we 
won India—with the sword we will retain 
it.” 

It won’t do. The world is changing, and 
changing rapidly. The Soviet Union has 
shown what can be done in eliminating 


illiteracy and in bringing backward, tribal | 


people right into the most advanced and 
cultured form of society. 


Fascism and Imperialism 


| 


Even in the far wastes of the*Arctic |} 
north the tribes who were without even | 


an alphabet are now building up their own 
{ree institutions and their own culture. 


There is not a people anywhere under 
British rule but is capable, given the 
opportunity, of establishing and maintain- 
ing democratic institutions and of inaking 
great social and cultural advances if the 
chains of Imperialism were broken from 
their limbs. 


I am absolutely opposed to any colonial 
people being handed over to the brutalities 
of German fascism, but I am _ equally 
opposed to them remaining at the mercy 
of British Imperialism and the brutality 
and exploitation that accompany it. I want 
to see the colonial peoples free. This would 
represent a great contribution to peace. 
This is the one sure way to remove the 
“colonies” as a source of friction and 
danger. Not only would there be no 
“colonial problem,” but the peoples of 
these different lands, united around demo- 
cratic institutions and concerned with 
social and cultural progress, would be new, 
great allies in support of the forces of 
peace in Europe. 


Think of the value of a free and inde- 
pendent India in stemming the advance of 
fascism and war in the East! That is the 
line of progress, therefore the line of-peace. 


|orthodox imperialist, in enunciating such: 


says WILLIAM HARRISON 


International African Service Bureau 


IR HENRY PAGE CROFT says: 

It is true that the British Empire is vast, 
covering as it docs a quarter of the earth’s 
surface, but for the last hundred years we 
have had one aim clearly before us and that 
is that every British colony or dependency as 
it progresses in the arts of government, in 
education, and in the canacity of its people 
shall graduate toward the ultimate ideal of 
self-government. 
Those words indicate that even the 
a principle of gradualism, recognizes the 
paramountcy of native interests. But he 
fails to see that this principle remains for 
him a noble ideal whicn is never to be 
fulfilled, especially in the case of the 
African peoples, since the Tory has always 
shown a remarkable obstinacy in refusing 
to realize when the moment for self- 
government has arrived, as the examples 
of India and Ceylon (which Sir Henry 
adduced), to say nothing of Ireland, will 
suffice to indicate. 


Sir Henry Errs 


The people of African descent in the 
West Indies, British Guiana, and British 
Honduras, have been in contact with 
Western civilization for over three hundred 
years. Even now, a century after emanci- 
pation, as the recent labour unrest which 
led to the appointment of the Royal Com- 
mission illustrated, the condition of the 
workers and peasants has not greatly 
improved. Their wages are still too low 
for a decent standard of living, their work- 
ing conditions are still so bad that ill social 
effects such as malnutrition. a high death- 
rate. illiteracy, flow from this central 


cuse. 


JAPAN FORGETS |From the Editor’s Notebook 


A HERITAGE 


Gandhi’s Message to 
* Japanese M.P. 


MEMBER of the Japanese Parliament, 

Mr. Takaoka, has visited Mr. M. K. 
Gandhi to discuss relations between Japan 
an’? India. 

Reporting his visit Harijan, Mr. Gandhi’s 
weekly, declared that “he did not seem to 
be keen on defending the war of aggression, 
and simply confined himself to the question 
of unity between Japan and India.” 

The latter was possible, Mr. Gandhi told 
him, “if Japan ceases to throw its greedy 
eyes on India.” Japan had “copied the 
rulers of India in their methods of exploita- 
tien and gone even one better.” Japan 
and India could be brought together by a 
moral bond based on mutual friendship. 


COPYING THE WEST 


“T want to assimilate all your good points, 
but unfortunately no-one comes here to 


give us the good things of Japan. You 
believe only in dumping your goods on us. 

“You have left the West far behind in diplo- 
macy. in skili, in cheap manufactures, in armed 
warfare, in exploitation. How then can there 
be friendship between you and us, so long as 
you see nothing wrong in exploitation?” 

The visitor wondered of Mr. Gandhi could give 
a message tq the new party in Japan which 
stands for Asta for the Asiatics. 

“I do not subscribe to the doctrine of Asia 
for the Asiatics, if it is meant as an anti- 
European combination,” replied the latter. 

“ Asia has a message for the whole world, 
if it will only live up to it. There is the 
imprint of Buddhistic influence on the 
whole of Asia... 

“But, for Asia to be not for Asia but the 
whole world, it has to relearn the message of 
Buddha and deliver it to the world. Today it 
is being denied everywhere. 

“You will therefore see that I have no message 
to give you but this, that you must be true to 
your ancient heritage. The message is 2,500 
years old, but it has not yet been truly lived.” 


WHITEHALL THEATRB -— WHI 6692 
Evenings, 8.30. Matinees, Wed. & Sat. 2.30 
GLORIOUS MORNING 


by Norman MacOwan 


OVER 250 PERFS. OF THIS FAMOUS PLAY, 
NOW TO BE SEEN AT 


civ HALF PRICES 
1/6 to Wo ALL BEATS BOOKABLE. 


Sponsors and Conscription: On 


Tower Hill: Publicity for 


“Peace News ” 


OME at least of the names associated 
with our front page this week make 
news in a special séfse. 

Not all good news, unfortunately. James 
Hudson, for instance, contributes for the 
first time shorn of whatever special quali- 
fications sponsorship of the Peace Pledge 
Union may confer on one. For he has 
resigned from the committee of Sponsors. 

He remains, of course, a pacifist, and in 
the particular connexion in which he 
appears in our columns this week his re- 
cord as a conscientious objector in the 
Great War is ample qualification for him 
to write. The statement which appears on 
our front page is really the case for his 
withdrawal from the Sponsors. 

In expressing her point of view on the 
matter, Miss Vera Brittain writes: “I do 
not want to hamper the activities of those 
whose own approach to pacifism takes a 
different form from mine.” 

Many will welcome Dr. Alfred Salter, 
MP, back to active work, though he has to 
go slowly for a time yet, as he is not fully 
restored to health. He will contribute to 
another symposium next week; he had a 
very warm welcome when he appeared at 
the special Sponsors’ meeting on Tuesday 
to join our renewed discussion and the 
question of national service. 

He is one of the first three Sponsors (no 
doubt others will join in their individual 
capacities) on the provisional committee of 
the No Conscription League. The other 
two are Wilfred Wellock and Runham 
Brown. 

Although, of course, they no more repre- 
sent their organizations than do those 
Sponsors represent the PPU, other mem- 
bers of the provisional organization come 
from a fairly representative, if- small, 
group of organizations. Fenner Brockway, 
who writes in our symposium, is well 
known as the secretary of the Independent 
Labour Party, while Cecil Wilson, MP, is 
secretary of the Parliamentary Pacifist 
Group. Another secretary—Miss Rose 
Simpson, of the Women’s Cooperative 
Guild—is hon. treasurer of the No Con- 
scription League. 

Most significant, however, is the fact that 
the League has been able to draw its chair- 
man from the membership of the executive 


of' the National Union of Railwaymen. 
Though, like the others, Mr. Ballantine 
does not represent his executive, let alone 
his organization, there are believed to be 
many railwaymen who would endorse the 
view he expresses in this paper. 

So, too, with Mr. Donald Fraser, who is 
a member of the Fabian Society, and Mr. 
David Freeman, of the National Council 
of Civil Liberties. 


Tower Hill Plans , 


ITH Dr. Donald Soper’s return to 

Tower Hill (as we reported last week, 

the City of London Group of the PPU has 

now finished its work of booking substi- 

tute speakers for Wednesdays, though an 

organized rota of people will continue to 
sell Peace News. 

Since our announcement that on Tuesdays 
the PPU will officially have a pitch at Tower 
Hill from 12.30 to 2 p.m., it has been 
arranged that next Tuesday it will be used 
for a special National Petition meeting with 
posters and literature supplied by the 
National Peace Council. The speakers will 
be Mr. Gerald Bailey and Mr. Roy Walker. 
Gerald Bailey is, of course, secretary of the 
National Peace Council and as many velun- 
teers as possible are asked to turn up in 
this special drive to collect signatures. 

The Rev. Alan Harling will speak on 
January 31. 


* Peace News ” in Libraries 


"THE additions of Peace News to four 
more libraries brings the total up to 
376. 

At Kirkintilloch it was a near thing. But 
it had all the publicity of a special reso- 
lution moved at a town council meeting. 

Bailie Gibson, who moved it, wanted to 
give the people of Kirkintilloch a chance to 
read the paper because it advocated a 
better method of settling the world’s 
troubles than was being used in Spain or 
China. Even those who spoke for an 
amendment which would have had the 
effect, at best, of postponing a decision 
were at pains to avoid expressing objection 
to the paper. The resolution authorizing 
the placing of the paper in the library was 
passed by the odd vote in nine. 


Sir Henry errs when he hails the 
opposition of the native inhabitants of 
Tanganyika, South-West Africa, Uganda, 
and the Cameroons, even if they were 
conceivably “spontaneous” in territories 
where the native is denied by statute the 
right of free assembly for political pur- 
poses, as approval of their present yoke. 
It must be viewed, on the contrary, 
primarily as opposition to being transferred 
like so many cattle to the rule of Germany, 
whose declared colonial policy regards 
them as racially inferior and hence without 
even the right to the gradual acquisition 
of that self-government verbally conceded 
by even the Tories. 


The African peoples in the Caribbean 
possessions of the Crown, as well as in all 
sections of Africa, are unalterably opposed 
to schemes for “ internationalization of the 
colonies,” regardless of the source from 
which they may emanate. They know that 
they will play no role in framing these 
plans, for nearly all political parties 
generally regard them in practice, if not 
always in theory, as “ persons not yet ready 
to stand by themselves under the strenuous 
conditions of the modern world,” to use 
the words of the Covenant of the League 
of Nations. In some territories, such as 
Kenya and the Union of South Africa, the 
native is treated like an outcast in his own 
country and the methods of repression 
employed against him, from compelling 
him to carry numerous passes t) segregat- 
ing him on the poorest land, are no better 
than those used by the Nazis against the 
Jews. 


* Peace News.” Oilices, 
3, Blackstock Road. 
London, N.4 


“ All this.” writes Henry A. Barter, the 
energetic secretary: of the Kirkintilloch 
Peace Pledge Union group, happened 
as a result of Ian Sillar’s and our group’s 
activities.” ‘‘ All this,” I should say, refers 
as much to the general press publicity 
given lately to Peace News and the Peace 
Pledge Union as to the actual success with 
the library. 

From Scotland we go—mentioning similar 
successes at Worksop and Boston (Lincoln- 
shire) on our way—away over to Ceylon! 
For some weeks we have been fulfilling an 
order for a dozen from a reader in Colombo. 
He has spread these about among his 
friends and at his club, and now he has got 
it into the public library there. 

Keeping it Tidy 

Back again in England, we find one 
group at least is making efforts to get the 
paper publicly displayed. I should say re- 
newed efforts, as Bolton tried unsuccessfully 
some time ago. They have now asked our 
distribution department for information 
and advice as to how to make their case as 
strong as possible, and it is to be hoped that 
other groups who can refuse to take “no” 
for an answer will follow their example. 

A Keighley reader draws our attention to 
a point in connexion with the displaying of 
Peace News in public libraries. Keighley 
is one of the libraries which now take in 
Peace News regularly, but he finds that the 
current issue is often far from accessible, 
being usually folded up and stored away on 
a wall-rack, often behind larger magazines. 
On the other hand, certain publications are 
displayed on the tables in special reading 
cases bearing the name of the journal on 
the front. He feels that the very greatly 
enhanced publicity value afforded by such 
covers, ensuring that the paper is always 
accessible and also in a tidy condition 
throughout the week, would justify the pro- 
vision of such reading-cases by the Peace 
Pledge Union for those libraries which 
would undertake to put them into use. 

This is an excellent idea, and it would 
seem to be best carried out by the local 
groups concerned,.who could easily cover 
two sheets of stout card and paste on a 
heading cut from one of our front pages. 
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WE NEED MORE PACTS! 


Franco-German Agreement Seen 
As Step in Right Direction 


By BERTRAM 


DE COLONNA 


Czech question, I must admit that I was under the impression 


Wee I wrote my last book dealing with the solution of the 


that the solution of this problem would bring peace, if not 


pou to Europe. 


Events have shown that I was mistaken. 


ardly was the Czech question in the background than a bitterness 
existed which twenty years of the Czech-Slovak Republic had been 
unable to create in the world in general. 


Nor is it really possible to say that cordial 
relations between the Great Powers fol- 
lowed the Munich Agreement. A lack of 
genuine friendship was noticeable, and 
since the windows of the Jewish shops in 
Germany were smashed the perusal of al- 
most any paper reminds one of those dis- 
tant days when the “war to end wars” was 
being prepared. 

It makes us think of the days when the 
lads marched through the streets singing 
Its a long way to Tipperary, or Keep the 
Home Fires Burning. 


Back to 1915? 

EVEN in September last one was forcibly 

reminded of 1914, and now that the 
(Munich Agreement has settled the greatest 
dispute in Europe I believe I am not far 
wrong if I say that public opinion rather 
corresponds to that in 1915 or 1916. Cer- 
tainly we have not advanced as regards 
feelings of peace and good will since that 
day. 

At the moment England and Germany 
are accusing each other of all manner of 
atrocities, real or imaginary. And whether 
we believe they are real or imaginary, we 
will all agree that they hardly serve the 
interests of peace. It is sometimes rather 
doubtful whether all those who speak so 
wlibly of peace really want it. At the 
moment it would seem as though this were 
hardly the case. 


not likely to help the peace. Despite this 
unfortunate position I am convinced that 
there is a real feeling of friendship among 
both Britons and Germans for each other 
and that, if the Press were to cease this 
campaign of criticism, both peoples would 
be inclined to live and let live. 

Some Englishmen might remark to these 
last words, “Why don’t the Germans let the 
Jews live?” but the Germans would retali- 
ate with “ Why don’t the English leave the 
Arabs alone?” 


The Alternative 
THs state of deadlock will not take us 
anywhere. We have arrived at a cul- 
de-sac from which there is no possibility 
of emerging unless we retrace our steps. 
And when I say “we,” I mean the Germans 
and ourselves. 

A step in the right direction is the new 
pact between France and Germany, which 
will be welcomed by all true peace-lovers. 
Let us hope that the future will bring fur- 


tere 


Mr. Chamberlain signing the Four Power 
Agreement at Munich. 


ther mutual agreements, and that they will 
be lived up to in the true sense of the word. 
If this proves the case, one might be justi- 
fied in asserting that the world’s New Year’s 
wish was being fulfilled. 

One thing is certain, the next war will 
affect us all. It will not merely be fought 
in some distant place overseas. The whole 
of Europe, if not the entire world, will be 
the battlefield, and the list of casualties will 
not only include soldiers, but civilians of 
both sexes and for that matter newly-born 
babes. 

And perhaps just this consideration may 
lead some of our tub-thumpers to seek the 
path of peace which will lead to a European 
understanding. 


LATE 
EDITION 


DAILYS NEWS 
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Pacifism Barred- 
From Films 


Commenting editorially the Bovx- 
office, an American publication, said 
recently, “A link between prepared- 
ness and motion pictures is the price 
now sought by the military establish- 
ments from producers who may treat 
with the army, the navy, and the air 
force. No more ships. No more 
planes. No more guns. And no more 
men. Not unless Hollywood routs 
out every scrap of pacifism in 
pictures which must rely upon 
government cooperation if they are 
to be made at all. 


“The whole proceedings suggest a 
very definite warning that the move 
is launched to smack the military 
censorship on peace time enterprise, 
and that the industry should 
seriously watch its step to the end 
that it is not unwittingly caught in 
the meshes of rabid jingoism.” 


The Boxoffice had previously stated 
that the military departments of the 
government could not lend them- 
selves to pacific publicity which 
might rouse agitation to the appro- 
priation by Congress of the amount 
expected to be asked by the Presi- 
dent. 


Call from India to 
World’s Women 
“UNITE TO END WAR” 


‘An appeal to the women of the world “to 
unite on the platform of non-violence and 
actively demonstrate that by this power 
alone... can a real and lasting peace be 
established” was made by the annual ses- 
sion of the All-India Women’s Conference 
in Delhi last month. 

The declaration expressed “utter and 
eternal opposition to all oppression and 
exploitation.” . 

The inability of the so-called great 


PRICE, Lids Lees pe Te oe SYONEY: SATURDAY, CECEMBER (7, 1930 ee vo 
If we are really to enter into a period of Se Powers of the world to put an end to all 
peace and good will, such as we hoped for ENLIS t OR GET S ACK. the misery created by recent events, it 
after 1918, but have never experienced since . r added, was “proof enough of the futility 


of their methods of approach. We are con- 
vinced that it is only through the banishing 
of all greed for possession that the shadow 
of war and armed conflict itself can be 
removed.” 


then, the whole of Europe will have to 


change its attitude "THE character of the “voluntary” mili- 


tary recruiting drive in Australia is 
exposed (writes a Sydney correspondent) 
in the cutting from the Sydney Daily News 


Steel Ring To 
Employees 


} What Happened in Germany 


As SS ah pL Pt eS dk oe, a ee 


Ae eas 


EF us, for example, consider what really 
happened in Germany at the beginning 
of November. 

Following the news that an official of a 
German Embassy had died of the wounds 


HAVE BLACK LIST| 


TNSIDIOUS methods are being adopted by the 


e) employees whose unions have decided to support the 


B.H.P. and its associated companies ta provoke 
«| stand of the Port Kembla wharflaborers. | 


reproduced here. 

“It is now generally recognized by ems 
ployees of Lysaght’s,” revealed the Daily 
News, “that the only safe way to ensure 
continuity of employment is to enlist.” 


The resolution was proposed by the 
first woman Minister, the Hon. Mrs. 
Vijayalakshmi Pandit, who was recently in 
England. She is the sister of Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru who, when also in 


i i en with many years’ service are being sacke. Pa ti la i i ivi : 
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went through the streets in Germany and Cie where the truth of this was shown. non-violence at a Left Book Club meeting 
smashed windows. Here and there some wl com Simin acon te One young man employed by a Sydney in’ Queen's Hall, Dondak 


of the goods exposed in the windows were 
more or less damaged. In an odd case or 


two thieves took advantage of this state of 


affairs to angle one or two objects through 
the holes in the shop windows. 

This action was greeted in most parts of 
the world with loud and voluble protests. 
While I personally condemn all such actions 
and protest against smashing windows any- 
where, seeing that it serves no useful pur- 
pose whatever, I must admit that the action 
taken against the Jews in 1938 was hardly 
worse than that in the East End of London 
in 1914 when shop windows were repeatedly 
smashed. 

While it is true that in one case in which 
I investigated some typewriters had also 
been smashed, I must again point out that 
the printing machines in a great English 
newspaper office were utterly destroyed by 
the angry people in our own country in 1914 
because the paper concerned had not been 
enthusiastic about the declaration of war. 

It would thus appear that we are blaming 
the German nation for an outbreak which 
more or less corresponds to affairs which 
have taken place in our own land. And this 
does not appear to me to be any good rea- 
son for sounding the trumpets and beating 
the drums of war. 


Germany Retaliates 

HE Germans have answered the attacks 
!“ which followed the anti-Jewish action 
by quoting in their papers various events 
from Palestine. Whereas our journals write 
about a mass fine of £80,000,000 levied on 
German Jews;,. papers in the Reich make 
headlines about thé destruction of Arab 
villages because one or two of their inhabit- 
ants fired shots. 

These methods of mutual accusation are 


a . , ’ 


insurance company was dismissed because 


he refused to join the militia. 


American Business Men 


Back Peace Movement 


Business men in Philadelphia, USA, are 
giving active support to the peace move- 
ment. 

A Business Men’s Sponsoring Com- 
mittee has been set up to help the United 
Peace Chest, a cooperative financial effort 
participated in by five peace organizations: 
Philadelphia Peace Council, the Committee 
on Militarism in Education, the Fellowship 
of Reconciliation, the National Council for 
Prevention of War, and the Women’s Inter- 
national League for Peace and Freedom. 
During the past two years these organiza- 
tions have pooled their money-raising 
efforts in the Philadelphia area and have 
divided the returns on a percentage basis. 

The 31 Philadelphia business men who 
now constitute the Sponsoring Committee 
(more names are being added) have signed 
the following statement: 

Many of the evils that we dread most would 
come with war. Inflation, multiplied taxes, 
social upheaval, and dictatorship are generally 
recognized as the sure accompaniments of the 
next war. 

Because the United Peace Chest of Phila- 
delphia exists to develop an informed and 
articulate public opinion on peace issues, we 
give it our support. 

Differences of opinion on the immediate 
policies that our Government should pursue 
are frankly accepted by us as a healthy sign 
that the country is facing seriously the prob- 
lems of peace, and working its way toward 
a constructive solution. We have no wish to 
to impose our various personal views on others 
who may cooperate with us for the common 
cause of peace. We ask only that there be 
free and fair discussion and an accurate 
presentation of facts. 


Allied with this recruiting drive is 
an attack on trade union activity. At 
one firm’s works a questionnaire has 
been circulated to find out whether 
employees are members of trade 
unions and of the militia, and 
whether they belong to any religious 
organization. Illegal attempts have 
also been made to prevent trade 
union organizers from entering the 
works, 


W.R.I. Needs Translators 


The War Resisters’ International would 
be glad to receive offers of help in trans- 
lating between English, French and 
German. 

The urgent need is for those who can do 
such work promptly as it concerns current 
correspondence. If you can help, please 
write to: War Resisters’ International, 11 
Abbey Road, Enfield, Middlesex. — 


request, 


O 
Ai. 
WITHOUT ABSQUATULATION 


No one will absquatulate (see Oxford 
Dictionary) with your money if it is safely 
invested in St. Pancras Building Society. 
You will get four per cent. interest, with 
no income tax to pay ; and your money can 
be withdrawn, in full or in part, at any time 
on short notice. The Secretary will forward 
the Society's "Guide for Investors on 


Manoging Director : E. W. BALES . 


ST. PANCRAS BUILDING SOCIETY 


ST. PANCRAS HOUSE, PARKWAY, N.W.1 
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Regimenting 


WITHIN tne medical profession, the idea 

of a national register is by no means 
new. The whole system was presented to 
its members in 1937. 

At that time the matter was considered 
by the authorities to be so urgent that no 
opportunity was given to discuss either the 
desir thility of registration or the method 
by whi: it could best be effected. A qves- 
tionnaire was circulated to all doctors ask- 
ing them what they were prepared to do 
in the event of a “national emergency ”; 
whether they would volunteer for full- 
time service at home or abroad or whether 
they would attend casualties in their own 
areas. Various other details were required 
as to present occupation, age, qualifications 
and number of children. 

It was stated that the statements could 
be amended each year and that unless an 
emergency arose the information would be 
regarded as confidential. A “national 
emergency ” was subsequently defined as 
any occasion necessitating the mobilization 
of the territorial army. It therefore might 
jnclude such events as strikes, hunger 
marches and demonstrations if they were 
on a sufficiently large scale. 


Threat to a Doctor 


In itself this questionnaire appeared to 
be harmless enough and any criticism re- 
ceived the reply that the completion of the 
form v-as voluntary, that it was only a 
statement of present intentions which 
could be altered if desired. 

There were many members of. the pro- 
fession, however, who considered that a 
dangerous precedent was being set and that 
this was the beginning of an attempt to 
deprive them of their democratic liberties. 

This impression was to some extent con- 
firmed when one doctor who failed to re- 
turn the completed form received a letter 
threatening that if he did not do so he 
might be one of the first to be conscripted 


PEACE 


Doctors for War | Towards the 


by MARY T. DAY 
Hoa. Secretary, Medical Peace Campaign 


if an emergency arose. This letter was 
Association (the organization responsible 
later repudiated by the British Medical 
for the compilation of the register), but the 
impression remained that the object of 
registration was not merely to ensure as 
smooth working of the profession as pos- 
sible under war conditions but also to limit 
its political power and ensure that this 
essential body of people could be counted 
on for uncritical cooperation in all circum- 
stances. 


To Stifle Criticism 


Now it must be emphasized that the 
position of doctors in the war machine is 
different from that of nearly every other 
profession in that it is impossible for them 
not to take some part in essential war 
work however strongly they may dis- 
approve of war in general or in particular. 
Practically every doctor would consider it 
his duty to attend any casualties that came 
his way. 

But under this scheme of registration the 
medical profession is in effect undertaking 
to cooperate with the Government what- 
ever policy that government might pursue 
and whatever situation this policy might 
bring about. Independent criticism, which 
all democrats must do their utmost to pre- 
serve, becomes practically impossible. In 
fact, the members find themselves almost 
in the position of civil servants whose func- 
tion is to carry out government instruc- 
tions. 


During the Crisis 


By July of last year replies had been re- 
ceived from eighty percent of the doctors 
in this country and an elaborate system of 
card indexing had been evolved by the 


PEACE SERVICE 
PLAN 


Call for a P.P.U. 
Youth Campaign 


THE organization of a campaign by the 
Peace Pledge Union for the purpose of 
enlisting pacifists in definite forms of 
“active service for peace,” was one of the 
recommendations drawn up for consider- 
ation of the Sponsors of the PPU at an in- 
formal meeting of PPU group leaders and 
other workers in London recently. 

As part of the campaign, they declared, 
“a special effort should be made to develop 
youth potentialities within the PPU, thus 
bringing the aims and activities of the 
movement more definitely before young 
men and women at present outside it.” 
Other recommendations in this connexion 
included:— : 

A Youth Organizer should be appointed to 
serve on the Headquarters Staff ; 

A Nat onal Youth Advisory Committee should 
be formed; 

Local groups should be urged to appoint a 
youth representative, committee, or whatever 
other form of local organization they consider 
@esirable; to organize local youth rallies and 
other schemes for recruiting local young people 
into PPU membership; and to collaborate with 
local youth societies in order to further the 
pacitist cause; 

A general conference of PPU groups should be 
convened in London, at an early date, to 
initiate the campaign, Saturday, February 4, 
being proposed. ’ 

A further meeting of those interested 
will be held at 8 p.m. today (Friday) in 
King’s Weigh House, Thomas Street, off 
Oxford Street, London, W.1. 


What Economics 
Conference Will Consider 


The conference on the “Economic Road 
to Peace,” which will be held in Friends 
House, Euston Road, London, from January 
26 to 28, will focus attention on the need 
not only for a new method of overseas 
trading, but also the great potentiality of 
the home market if the aggregate of men’s 
needs are considered and not the present 
reduced purchasing power which is effect- 
ing wholesalers, retailers, and professional 
men alike. 

Owing to ill health, Mr. Vincent C. Vickers 
will not be able to take part in the conference. 
His place has been taken by Mr. Glyn Thomas, 
of Saltaire, Yorkshire. 

Herr Emil Ludwig, whose recent book A New 
Holy Alliance, has attracted world-wide interest, 
will address the final session in the Central Hall, 
Westminster, on January 28. 

All inquiries to: The Honorary Organizer, at 
the Dick Sheppard Memorial Club, King’s Weigh 
House, Thomas Street, London, W.1. 


German Preacher on 


“A Church Muzzled 
by Decrees ” 


NIEMOLLER’S CONGREGATION 
REMEMBERS 


ASTOR NIEMOLLER, who is in a Ger- 

man concentration camp for opposition 

to the Nazis’ church policy, was 47 on Sun- 

day. During a two-hour service of 

intercession in his church at Dahlem, the 

preacher spoke out against the State’s 
attitude to the churches. 

“It is not a question of whether the 
church is brought to shame here, but 
whether it is brought to shame ‘there,’” he 
declared. “What is a Church worth that 
is muzzled by decrees? What is a Church 
worth that is only the harlot of authority? 
It is worth nothing!” 

“But we should not be ungrateful. The 
Church rejects advantages that it may gain 
through betrayal. It resists attempts at com- 
pulsion.... 

“Pastor Niemdller knows well that the con- 
gregation gather in this hour to remember him 
in his retirement and loneliness, All the prayers 
of the congregation unite in the wish that God 
may give it the joyousness to stand fast by the 
Faith and not falter in this disrupted time, in 
which world and congregation stand in deep 
perplexity before one another.” 


Workers’ Exhibition 
Opens TODAY 


THE Workers’ Empire Exhibition will be 

opened at the Friends House, Euston 
Road, today, at 4 p.m. The opening will be 
performed by M. Gaston Bergery, the well- 
known French Deputy, who is a leading 
champion of the colonial peoples in the 
French Empire. M. Bergery had the dis- 
tinction of being the only.-member of the 
French Chamber of Duputies to vote 
against the formation of the Daladier 
Government. 

M. Bergery will also speak at a conference,on 
the colonial question which will meet at Friends’ 
House tomorrow (Saturday) afternoon. Repre- 
sentatives will be present from the native 
peoples of India, Ceylon, the West Indies, Kenya, 
Burma, the Gold Coast, Palestine, and the French 
colonies. A proposal will be considered to 
establish an International Centre to coordinate 
the activities of the workers’ organizations in 
all the colonies. The conference will be attended 
by delegates from Labour, Trade Union, Co- 
operative, ILP, and pacifist organizations. 

On Saturday evening a demonstration will be 
held in Friends House over which Mr. Frank 
Horrabin will preside and at which Mr. Fenner 
Brockway, Mr. James H. Hudson, and Mr. Nigel 
Spottiswoode will speak, in addition to the 
representatives of colonial peoples.. 
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British Medical Association. This was 
ready for use at the time of the crisis in 
September and some of those who had 
volunteered for full-time service were 
asked to stand by, awaiting further instruc- 
tions. 


At the same time a second questionnaire 
was circulated asking members to amend 
their original intentions if necessary and 
stating that the information would no 
longer be regarded as confidential. At this 
time of course local medical officers of 
health were trying to draw up plans for 
dealing with air raid casualties and it was 
only reasonable that they should know 
which of the practitioners in their areas 
would be available. 


The fact remains that this census does to 
a very limited extent reflect the political 
opinion of the doctors and its existence 
would put them in a very difficult position 
if and when there is a possibility of war 
breaking out. They would be unable to 
throw their whole weight either on one 
side or the other. 


If 50,000 doctors were to make a stand 
against war or anything else they would 
have great power and influence; now that 
the register is almost complete this influ- 
ence is reduced to a minimum. With regis- 
tration in preparation for an emergency 
likely to become general, the possible 
dangers of such a scheme are being real- 
ized by many, and we see that the appre- 
hension felt by some of the doctors over a 
year ago was not without foundation. 
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20,000 


L 4s? week we published a letter 

from a Birmingham reader—who 
was concerned at the fall in sales of 
“Peace News’—containing a sug- 
gestion for intensified selling. This 
week another reader, this time from 
Wendens Ambo, Essex, writes: To 
increase the circulation of Peace News 
may I recommend my plan? 


Having dropped my daily paper, 
with the 6d. saved I buy three copies 
of Peace News (as well as the usual 
copy) from three different newsagents. 
These I carry with me and give to 
fellow travellers, porters, bus con- 
ductors, postmen, in fact, anyone with 
whom I can get into conversation. 


Economies effected on “elevenses” 
—tea, coffee, &c., have enabled me to 
send for one thousand leaflets which I 
distribute or enclose in business and 
other letters. 


The suggestion by a Birmingham 
reader I also intend to adopt, with 
many thanks for his idea. 

Peace News is a splendid paper, and 
every Sunday it gives me inspiration 
for the week and cleans up accumulat- 
ing depression. 

Will you adopt this plan? We still 
need another 3,000 readers to get us 
back into the 20,000’s again. 


LETTERS TO 


THE EDITOR 


England and Czechs :: 


«Stop 


the Next War” 


JN your issue of January 6 a much-needed 
statement is made—“A Czech Speaks.” 

How glad I am he has expressed the 
hatred felt in the hearts of some of us in 
England. 

We richly deserve it; we ourselves are 
responsible for it. We took no steps to 
rescue the victims-~-men, women and 
children—at the time when it was decided 
to allow these to be robbed of nearly every- 
thing they had. This was not what the 
majority of English people desired, it is 
true; but nevertheless through lack of 
thought and careless imagination they 
allowed it to happen with little or no pro- 
test to our Government who are supposed 
to represent us. 

We are directly responsible for many 
suicides and untold suffering and we are at 
this moment, while attending to our own 
comforts in and outside our churches, 
allowing it to continue. To save our own 
skins and prevent a threatened war we 
allowed this sacrifice of others without any 
suffering to ourselves. 

To express sorrow at past mistakes is the 
first step to a true repentance but it be- 
comes a delusion unless we use every means 
in our power to relieve the consequence. It 
is really a national matter and my experi- 
ence is that there are millions in this coun- 
try and other countries that would rejoice 
with us if England took a strong lead and 
at all costs went to the rescue now; it has 
been left far too long. 


C. BERNARD WARNER. 
Privett Cottage, Cowbreech, Hailsham, Sussex. 


French Pacifists 


We were glad to see in your January 6 issue 
that you gave prominence to the heavy sen- 
tences meted out by the Popular Front to the 
French anti-militarists, but there are points 
which we feel should have been more clearly 
stated. 

While not being acquainted with all the names 
mentioned by your correspondent, we are, how- 
ever, in close touch with the activities of Lecoin, 


Faucier, Ander, Fremont, Scheck and Gaston 


Laval, who are directly connected with the 
anarchist weekly, Le Libertaire, to which your 
correspondent refers. But we would insist that 
while being anti-militarists, these men are not 
pacifists in the sense as interpreted by your 
journal, which, as far as we can understand, is 
opposed to all armed action, be it even revolu- 
tionary, 

On the other hand, Le Libertaire, and conse- 
quently the above-mentioned comrades, defined 
their pacifism recently as revolutionary, That 
is to say that, while opposed to all wars, they 
nevertheless believe in the use of direct action 
by the workers in their struggle against capi- 
talism. 

Thus Le Libertaire has been a staunch sup- 
porter of the Spanish workers’ struggle since 
the earliest days, and the above-mentioned men 
have more than once appealed for arms to be 
sent to Spain. 

V. RAY, 
Editor, Spain and the World. 

21 Frith Street, London, W.1. 


THE goal of the pacifist today is to stop 
the next war, to achieve peace in our 
time. 

Whether that goal can be reached by 
changing the whole of our civilization, or 
only parts of it, is a question which we 
ought to settle as soon as possible. If we 
decide that only parts of it need be changed, 
then the other urgent question is, which 
parts? 

I submit that we must beware of being 
too fundamental, both in outlook and 
action; we ought not to consider that “to 
postpone any threatened war, nor merely 
even to create a permanent condition of 
non-war” has anything short-sighted or 
ignoble about it. 

What sweeping, fundamental change of 
outlook took place before duelling and war- 
fare were thrust outside the political unity 
known as Great Britain? Surely’ none; 
mere expediency played a great part. (I do 
not forget the recent war in Ireland, nor 
Great Britain’s greater efficiency in Euro- 
pean wars). And it is common knowledge 
that lives can be lost and hatreds engen- 
dered by comparative trifles. 

Norman Angell in Preface to Peace says 
that international anarchy (national 
sovereignties and the arms behind them) is 
the chief cause of war. He also pays a fine 
tribute to the weapon of national non- 
violent resistance, but rejects it on the 
ground that the people and their leaders are 
determined on armed defence. Is not this 
the pacifist’s cue?—the study and propa- 
gation of the beliefs and methods of 
national non-violent resistance? And let us 
not be deterred by fierce “determination” :, 
it quickly burns out. 


E. C. HAIGH. 
23 Cromwell Road, Birchgrove, Cardiff. 


G.L. for Peace Prize 


I was pleased to see a letter from Norway in 
the January 13 issue suggesing Mr. George 
Lansbury’s name be put forward as candidate 
for the Nobel Peace Prize. We wish to identify 
ourselves with that suggestion and wish him 
success and God speed in all his undertakings 
for peace. 

WILLIAM TURNER, 

Mrs. W. TURNER, 

M. A. TAYLOR (Miss), 

A. DENLEY (Mrs.). 
Brightside, Broughton, 


Will You Join? 


I wish to start an income pooling community 
in Birmingham. 

Will any other Birmingham readers who have 
also felt the call to community please write to 


me. 
D. HAZELTON. 
44 Griffiths Road, West Bromwich. 
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PEACE NEWS 


Thoughts on a World Conference 


{{—Compromise an 
Bargain 


By Mrs. H. M. Swanwick 


of problems: that of Compromise or 

no-Compromise. It is not only pos- 
sible, it is necessary for crganizations of 
private persons (like the Peace Pledge 
Union) to found their work on certain fixed 
and defined principles and not to abate 
from them. 

They may “agree to differ” on matters 
outside these principles, but it is sheer 
futility to hold together (as I have known 
more than one society do) an organization 
whose diverse members pursue diverse 
policies in regard to the very aim of their 
being. It would. e.g., be self-stultifying if 
the PPU admitted that its members might 
support a civil war (because it was civil) 
or sanctions (because they professed to be 
legal). 

A representative of a whole people, on 
the other hand, not representing the views 
of one section only. even though it might 
be the most enlightened section in his 
country, must take the whole into account. 
Not pawns on a chess-board, but very 
faulty. sensitive, and often be-muddled men 
and women are the forces which he has to 
put into action. 

He may himself hold certain views and 
strongly urge them, but if he finds it im- 
possible to make them prevail, either at 
home or in conference. he has to consider 
very earnestly whether to yield, or wnether 
the matter is so grave that he must throw 
in his hand, at the possible risk of being 
replaced by a wors2 man or even of break- 
ing up the conference. 

The man who screams and thumps on 
the table and threatens to resign whenever 
he cannot get all his own way, is a bore 
and a nuisance. He may very soon lose all 
the influence he had. One thing is certain: 
he is no pacifist. For if everycne insisted 


Te: brings us to the great problem 


on heving all his own way about every- | 


thing. there could be no peaceful settle- 
ments. 


Compromise Essential 


Compromise, then, is essential; but not 
compromise about esstntials. And whether 
a certain agreement is reached by one or 
another method, depends immensely on the 
character and manner of the negotiator; 
for some have the reputation for candour 
and the gift of persuasion, and some have 
not. But it may also depend on what the 
negotiator can and will offer. In fact. 
much negotiation is bargaining. 

There are some rigid people to whom the 
very notion of any sort of bargain is ab- 
horrent. To them an action is right and 
must be done, 0- wrong and must not be 
done, and there is no middle way. Obvious- 
ly. the generous way is the beautiful way : 
the giving that asks no return. But a states- 
man, with millions of families dependent 
upon the trade-agreements he may make 
or mar, has surely the right to say “ Do ut 
des.” . 

The converse, of course, is to start the 
discussion with the refusal and allow one- 
self to be coaxed into reciprocity; but the 
more magnanimous opening is also the 
wiser. It is surely unreasonable to expect 
a representative of a whole people to do 
what no tradesman in the most reputable 
trade ever does: to give away something 
(and that the property of his own people) 
for nothing. 

On the other hand there are certain 
matters about which there should be no 
bargaining. We should not ask compensa- 
tion for “legal” rights to which we have 
no “moral” right. We should not give away 
the property of other people. We should 
not sell our vote on any matter of principle, 
“for a consideration.” These methods of 
bargaining are indeed most common, and 
are most corrupt. 


We may cite, as an example of the com- | 
plexity of the rights and wrongs of bargain-: 


ing in the world as it is, a few considera- 
tions that arise in connexion with the 
present demands the Italians are making 
concerning Jibuti. This, the only port on 
the Red Sea with a.railway to Addis Ababa, 
in Abyssinia, is in French Somaliland. It 


Italy says that the port and the railway 
are mismanaged and very expensive, and 
this is probably true. Italy claims that 
the development of Abyssinia requires an 
up-to-date port with reasonable dues and 
a railway of modern construction with 
adequate modern rolling-stock. It is diffi- 
cul: to see what good the French are doing 
themselves or anyone else by hanging on 
to that little piece of Somaliland; except 
for prestige, and as a station to Mada- 
gascar. On the other hand, it would be 
of infinite service to the new Italian colony 
of Abyssinia. 


Some Questions 


Should the French trade off to Italy their 
morsel of Somaliland for some correspond- 
ing advantage ? How would this affect the 
inhabitants? And the neighbouring British 
Somaliland? What about Madagascar’ 
Could Italy be trusted not to fortify 
Jibuti? nor to make it a naval and air- 
base threatening India; nor to embark 
great levies of Abyssinian warriors? What 
would Egypt's view be and that of Arabia 
just across the water ? 

There would, of course, be people who. 
thinking that Italy committed a _ great 
wrong in conquering and annexing 
Abyssinia, would hold that no Power should 
have recognized the annexation and that 
no Power should in any way assist Italy in 
administering her conquest. But the situ- 
ation now is that many Powers have 
already recognized the annexation. It 
seems to me possible to hold that Italy’s 


breach of the Pact of Paris was an inter- 
national crime, carried out with the utmost 
brutality and yet to hold that it is not in 
the interests of the Abyssinians to check 
the economic development of their coun- 
try by hindering her access to the sea. 


It might be best for all concerned if some 
agreement could be made between France 
and Italy whereby France could retain her 
existing sovereignty. while granting Italy 
the development in transit which is re- 
quired for her new responsibilities in 
Abyssinia, perhaps by a loan to France. 
Another alternative would be for Italy to 
make her own port and build her own rail- 
way into the interior from Eritrea. This, 
too, would probably require a loan which 
might be made subject to conditions. To 
sit waiting for an explosion to blow up 
Jibouti and its railway or for a return of 
Abyssinia to native rule does not seem to 
be constructive pacifism. 


The example outlined is only one and by 
no means the most complex of the 
problems that would arise. How, then, do 
we wish the conference to be composed that 
is to deal with a host of such questions? 
And how—let us remember—is the business 
of the world in the melting-pot to be carried 
on with the minimum of disturbance and 
panic, while so many existing interests and 
peoples may feel themselves threatened? 
And while. we may be sure, ingenious 
“diplomatic correspondents” possessed by 
an “idealogy” and sensation-mongering 
reporters will exercise their arts of bedevil- 
ment? 


The Wooden Horse 


Having besieged Troy unsitcc2ssfully for ten 
years, the Greeks resolved to employ guile. They 
constructed a great wooden horse with a hollow 
interior. When it was finished they hid inside it 


steadily and relentlessly toward national 
service, and compile a voluntary register 
even in peace time. 


a body of armed men, lejt it before the gate of They oppose fascism because it tampers 


the city, and retired, 

The Trojans, believing that all danger was at 
an end, joyfully dragged the horse into the city 
as a trophy, breaking down the wall to allow 
admittance (since tt was t.o large to pass through 
the gate). Then, under cover of night, the armed 
men inside the horse issued forth, admitted their 
friends, and s:.cked the city. 


HUS fell a civilization three thousand 

| years ago A like fate threatens 
democracy today. 

Fate no longer tempts us, it is true, with 

a wooden horse containing a handful of 

men, but with a fire-breathing monster of 

iron and steel claiming the service of mil- 

lions. It is offered as a means of salvation 

from the danger without. but if we accept 

it, and to the extent that we accept it, we 

encompass our own downfall by bringing 


that selfsame danger, disguised as safety, 
into our midst. 


The Iron Monster 

We see encamped against us the legions 
of fascism and ‘tyranny. We fear their 
power and we seek salvation in this iron 
monster—rearmament. 

It is from this terror that the democracies 
seek deliverance: they will not find it by 
dragging in the Frankenstein wooden horse 
they see without. or by creating an im- 
proved model of their own. 


* 


They oppose fascism because it is intolerant 
of opposition—yet they endeavour to 
stifle opposition under plea of national 
unity. 

They oppose fascism because it lowers the 
workers’ standard of life—yet they sus- 
pend industrial legislation (e.g., the 
forty-hour week) because it hinders pre- 
paration for war. 

They oppose fascism because it destroys the 
workers’ safeguard of collective bargain- 
ing through the trade unions—yet they 
enfeeble the trade unions themselves by 
inviting voluntary acceptance of dilution 
of labour, 


is the only sea-way from Abyssinia to}They oppose fascism because it regiments 


Italy. via the Suez Canal. 


its subjects for war—yet they move 


with the free working of international 
trade—yet the very rearmament with 
which they oppose it ruins the export 
trade of the country. 

Said the Daily Mail on Oct. 14, 1938: 


The Daily Mail put this question (concerning 
growing unemployment figures) to leaders of 
industry. The answers, from all over the 
country, included this interesting point: that 
a third of the nation depends for its livelihood 
on our export trade, which is suffering because 
of the rearmament programme. 


“The priority that must be given toa govern- 
ment orders is forcing us to neglect our 
overseas customers.” said a member of the 
Association of British Chamber of Commerce. 

They oppose fascism because it sub- 
ordinates all else to military efficiency— 
yet they sacrifice the social services on 
the altar of rearmament. 


* 


Inevitably so—for they attempt to repel 
the fascist States by meeting them on their 
own ground. And in order to out-do them 
they must subordinate everything ‘to mili- 
tary efficiency, counting not the cost. 

Hence this mad race to rearm. Hence 
this regimentation of the people under 
ARP, Civil Air Guard, and what not, and 
the growing threat of conscription. Hence 
the re-actionary attempts to stifle and dis- 
credit all opposition as revealed in the 
Incitement to Disaffection Act and the 
press boycott of pacifist activities. 


Doom of Democracy 

Cassandra prophesied the fall of Troy; 
no-one believed her. Nevertheless, Troy 
fell. 

Pacifism prophesies the destruction of 
democracy which, heedless, hurries to com- 
plete the apotheosis of lunacy which is war. 
Let us redouble our efforts that even yet 
the people of the city may be brought to 
see the truth and cast out the monster 
which now they hasten to bring within 


their midst. - 
F. G. Attwood 


WHAT 
CONSCRIPTION 
LEADS TO 


W arning From a 
French Pacifist 


We have received the following from a 
French pacifist who desires to remain 
anonymous. We have made no alteration to 
his text. 

TIT HAVE read the article called “ French 
4 Pacifist sent to Jail for six-years-old 
Tract” in one of the last Peace News issue. 

Being French and Pacifist, I ought to be 
ashamed of my own country, to see in a 
foreign newspaper shown the “ barbaric 
sentence” of French judges. But you are 
quite right to publish such articles. 

I do know my country is a Democracy 
only by the name and_ anti-militarist 
propaganda is cruelly repressed in France. 

I write that to you to tel! you that is the 
result of conscription. In a freer country 
like England, you would not see such 
horrible things, fortunately. I sincerely 
admire people who are condemned for such 
a noble act, and there is still some comfort 
and some hope in reading courageous 
pacifist newspaper like Peace News or La 
Patrie Humaine. 

I like England very much because of the 
larger freedom of your country. But if she 
was going to imitate France and continen- 
tal nations about conscription, you would 
certainly see such trials in your country. 
As you are the only great European power 
where freedom is not a conceited word, you 
must make big efforts to keep it. 

In a future war, liberty would surely be 
abolished at once, and it is why we must 
not fight for it because it would be hopeless. 
In peace time, nations which have still 
their freedom must not protect themselves 


against dictatorships in imitating their own 
means. 


“Pep” for A.R.P. 


A new organization (Air Defence League) 
is being formed to urge the importanc? of 
effective protection against air attack and 
to spur the Government Departments con- 
cerned if they show signs of lagging. 


The organization has been commended 
by Sir John Anderson and a prominent part 
in its formation has been taken by Sir 
Arthur Salter, Professor of Political Theory 
and Institutions at Oxford, and MP for 
Oxford University. 


Aircraft Profits Rise 

Net profit of De Havilland Aircraft Com- 
pany Ltd. rose by £30,700 to £152,812 in the 
12 months to September 30, 1938. 

Dividend on the ordinary capital is again 
10 percent and the cash bonus 24 percent, 
but the total of 124 percent is cistributed 
on £800,000 of ordinary capital and com- 
pares with 124 percent paid for the pre- 
vious year on £600,000 of capital rankings. 
—Daily Herald, January 3. 


| MIDDLETON MURRY 


writes of 


DICK SHEPPARD: 


"I know that the decision of 
the Dean and Chapter of St. Paul's 
to allow him to hold a weekly 
communion service for Christian 
pacifists in the crypt was to him 
one of his true achievements, to 
be welcomed with, ‘Lord, now 
lettest thou Thy servant depart 
in peace.’ " 


THE SERVICE DICK SHEP- 
PARD PLANNED IS_ STILL 
HELD EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 
7.45 A.M. IN THE CRYPT OF 
ST. PAUL'S, WHERE WE COM. 
MEMORATE OUR FRIEND AND 
PRAY FOR THE ‘ABSOLUTE 
RENUNCIATION OF WAR BY 
CHRISTIAN PEOPLE EVERY- 
WHERE, 


on 
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PEACE NEWS 


Editorial, Publishing, and Advertisement Offices : 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 
Telephone: Stamford Hill 6157 


Subscription Rates : Quarterly: 2s. 9d. Yearly: 10s. 6d. 


THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION welcomes all who accept the 
pacifist doctrine, no matter what their approach. Its activity 
is not confined to the registration of those who are opposed to 
war, but promotes and encourages a constructive peace policy. 
Members are attached to local groups designed to achieve a 
communal peace mentality and extend the influence of pacifism 
by propaganda and personal example. Give your pledge on a 
postcard:— 


I renounce war and I will never support or sanction 
another. 


Sign this, add your address, and send the card to The Peace 
Pledge Union, 96 Regent Street, London, W.1. 


The Editor's Point of View 


AFTER ROME 


Will international relations in their present parlous 

state, the most immediate need has clearly been 
not so much an ideal solution of any problem as an assur- 
ance that whatever solution is sought it “shall never be 
sought except by pacific means,” to quote the essential 
words of the Kellogg Pact. Inasmuch as it has contributed 
to that need, the British visit to Rome last weekend was 
a useful contribution to peace. 


The fact that no concrete results emerged from it, so 
far from lessening its usefulness in this direction, has 
been the occasion for emphasizing that war is no solution 
of problems. For while no effort was made to pretend 
that the problems do not still exist, every effort was 
made to commit the parties to a peaceful solution. 


What now? Disarmament? Those whose pacifism has 
been seriously called in question because they have not 
been afraid to give Mr. CHAMBERLAIN and the Dictators 
credit for their adoption of the method of discussion and 
agreement in place of that of war have always made it 
clear that the massing of arms, bad in itself, is worse in 
that it is a direct hindrance to the method of conference. 


Whether any of the many practical steps that will be 
necessary before disarmament can become a reality are 
immediately possible while even more urgent problems 
remain is another matter. But it is something that 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN and SicNor Mussotrmt found the sub- 
ject at least worth mentioning, though it quickly joined 
the other items on the agenda that were one by one 
adjourned. Can it be that in this matter they are 
actually more realistic, in seeing armaments as an effect 
of policy, than are those whose well-intentioned but 
tragically wasted efforts have been directed for so many 
years toward clearing away as much armament as pos- 
sible, as if it were merely an isolated blot on the land- 
scape? 

Not that there can be any relaxation of opposition to 
armament on the part of those who seek peace. Indeed, 
it is essential to oppose it in all its aspects, and especially 
(in view of the urgency of the matter) in so far as it is 
gradually imposing conscription and fascism on our own 
people. But in the larger sphere of world peace making 
—upon which ultimately depends the issue of conscrip- 
tion in this country—all such opposition must be but a 
part of a firm demand that the solution of international 
disputes “shall never be sought except by pacific 
means.” 


\f it be disputed that Munich was the result, either 
directly or indirectly, of such a demand, it can only call 
for a further intensification of the demand. The steady 
day-to-day work of the Peace Pledge Union in its simp- 
lest form—advocacy or the renunciation of war—thus 
assumes a special importance which should encourage 
those who are apt to despair of ever turning the world 
upside down. 


But when that demand has asserted itself with the com- 
manding authority which is not impossible even in these 
days of the Fiihrerprinzip—and indeed already, to the 
extent to which Munich and Rome have proved its 
strength—the business of actually solving the problems 
that all the time remain between nations can be pro- 
ceeded with. Here the National Petition for a New Peace 
Conference offers scope for much valuable work in which 
it is to be hoped all our readers are helping. 


Then there are urgent problems, in a different sphere 
from the international, which are second to international 
problems only because even if they can be sure of not 
being “ liquidated ” by the wholly disastrous method of 
war, they are to a very large extent dependent upon 
larger international problems in this completely interde- 
pendent world. The slogan of the demonstrators who 
so rudely spoilt the happy picture of Mr. CHAMBERLAIN 
leaving for Rome—“ Appease the unemployed, not Mus- 
solini ”—should, for example, bring home as well as any- 
thing could our responsibility for the social problem if 
our conception of peace is not limited to the compara- 
tively selfish assurance that our skins shall be safe. Here 
too there is scope—almost too great a scope—for activity 
ranging from such emergency work as that of the Good 
Companions to the actual practice of community living, 
and from the advocacy of relief measures to the study of 
large schemes of economic reform. 


Take your choice—and get busy at once. - 


Humphrey 8S. Moore 


NATIONAL 


SER VICE: 


Some Questions for Pacifists 


By HAROLD BING 


tary or compulsory, is now before the 
country and pacifists must determine their 
attitude toward it. It would be idle to pretend 
that we are unanimous on this issue or that as 
individuals we all know exactly where we stand. 


The fact is that for a large number, and possibly 
a majority, of members of the Peace Pledge Union, it 
is a new issue. Those of us who were pacifists and of 
military age during the war of 1914-1918 had to face the 
issue in a limited form. We had to decide whether we 
were prepared to accept some kind of “ work of national 
importance” (agricultural, transport, sanitation, &c.) as 
an alternative to military service. 

This issue divided the pacifist movement into what 
were called “absolutists,’ who refused any service im- 
posed under the Military Service Acts, and “ alterna- 
tivists” who were prepared to accept some form of 
civilian service. 

It was a minority of pacifists who remained 
“ absolutists ” throughout the War—about 1,000. Even 
they were divided on the question as to whether they 
should do prison work and accept prison discipline. A 
small minority rejected both, while there were some 
whose resistance went further, who adopted the weapon 
of the hunger strike. 

On the other hand there were some whose pacifism 
went only to the extent of refusing cooperation in the 
fighting services, who were willing to serve in the Royal 
Army Medical Corps, in the Non-Combatant Corps or 
in the Friends’ Ambulance Unit. 


Tiss issue of “ National Service,” volun- 


* 


THE issue of “ National Service” today is a 
more complex one and it is hardly to be 
expected that we shall reach unanimity upon it. 
Only a unanimity which resulted from voluntary 
agreement after a full examination of all that is involved 
would have any value. Any attempt to bind a minority 
by a decision of the majority or by the policy promul- 
gated by a deciding council would be a denial of that 
principle of freedom of conscience which above all it is 
our duty to maintain. 

The unthinking acceptance by an individual mem- 
ber of a policy laid down by a National office may well 
involve him in difficulties when, in following that policy, 
he finds himself, in isolation, called upon to stand by, 
and defend, something which he has never really thought 
out for himself. The present time is one for hard think- 
ing—not merely by the Sponsors of the PPU, but by 
every individual pacifist. 


Interpreting the Pledge 


Have we the right to expect unanimity on this 
issue? It may be “a consummation devoutly to be 
wished,” but let us look at the facts. 

Our only bond of union is the common acceptance 
of the following pledge: “I renounce war and I will 
never support or sanction another.” Probably the vast 
majority who have signed that pledge understood by it 
merely a refusal to serve in the armed forces in time 
of war. Some saw that it implied (for them) much more 
than this but that “ much more” is not necessarily spe- 
cifically required by the pledge. 

In fact the pledge is capable of different interpreta- 
tions. The minimum interpretation would, I think, be 
generally agreed to be the refusal of armed service in 
war. 

We know that there are some members of the PPU 
who find themselves compelled at the present time by 
economic necessity to work in naval dockyards, though 
they would presumably refuse to continue in such em- 
ployment should war break out. The fact is that prob- 
ably few members when they signed the pledge realized 
all that it might involve and certainly had not 
determined their attitude to “ National Service.” 


* 


NOt only is there no standard interpretation 

of a pledge couched in admittedly general 
terms. We have come to the pacifist position 
from many different premises—religious, politi- 
‘cal, philosophical, &c., and this will lead 
us to take different views on all but the 
minimum issues. 


Thirdly, we have different conceptions of society 
and of the nature and limits of social obligation—ranging 
from the anarchist conception to the State-socialist. Our 
social ideas will be a dominant factor in determining 
our attitude to “ National Service.” 

Let us assume that we are all agreed on refusal 
to serve in any of the fighting forces or the auxiliary 
services such as army supplies, &c. Probably most of us 
will also agree that we cannot serve in the RAMC or 
similar units which are part of the military machine and 
are intended to maintain the health and efficiency of 


_the fighting forces, Does our general moral obligation 


to assist the suffering extend to those whose suffering 
is the result of their participation in something which 
we hold to be morally wrong even though we know that 
our help will enable them to continue in that course of 
action ? 


What of Conscription ? 


And what of our attitude to conscription? Clearly 
we should refuse ourselves to be conscripted for a service 
which is against our conscience. Have we a similar 
obligation to oppose the conscription of others for ser- 
vices to which they do not conscientiously object ? Does 
not their acceptance of war inevitably involve conscrip- 


‘tion for them under the conditions of modern totalitarian 


warfare ? 

Have we an obligation to stop others fighting as well 
as to refuse to fight ourselves? And what methods are 
we entitled to use for this purpose? Must it be limited 
to persuasion—what would be called in industrial war- 
fare “peaceful picketing,” or are we entitled to adopt 
forms of sabotage which do not endanger human life ? 

Do we deny the right of government to conscript 
citizens for services which it deems to be essential to 
the security or welfare of the community ? The position 
of the anarchist on this issue is perfectly clear. Will not 
the socialist and even the democrat find it more difficult 
to give a clear answer ? 


* 


T REMEMBER about ten years ago trying to 
a. persuade the late General Percin, a some- 
time member of the French General Staff who 
had subsequently become a pacifist, to sign an 
international Anti-Conscription Manifesto. 
Pacifist though he was, he declined. 


His reason was twofold: that so long as armies 
existed conscription was a fairer and more democratic 
method than that of mercenary armies and that in a 
conscript country public opinion was less likely to sup- 
port war because every family would be immediately 
involved. 

Possibly with the development of totalitarian war- 
fare the latter argument has lost its force but the 
former is still generally accepted in countries like 
France and Switzerland which rightly claim to be more 
democratic than Great Britain. On the other hand, it 
may be argued that conscription is a psychological as well 
as a technical preparation for war of the whole nation. 

So far as our own position is concerned ought we 
to take the view that our opposition to war logically 
involves opposition to war preparation and that the in- 
troduction of conscription in this country would be just 
as much part of the preparation for war as the increasing 
of the air force or the accumulation of stocks of muni- 
tions ? 

And if we conclude that we ought to oppose con- 
scription, we have to ask ourselves in what practical 
ways we can do this, apart from refusing to be con- 
scripted ourselves. Can we hope to persuade others to 
refuse to be conscripted if they have no objection to 
the service which is being demanded of them? If we 
can make them pacifists, that is a different matter. 


The National Register 


And then comes this issue of the National Register 
—voluntary or compulsory. It is difficult for anyone 
but an.anarchist to make out a consistent case against 
the principle of registration as such. 

Innumerable forms of registration have become the 
accepted practice-of most modern societies. We are 
registered at our birth, our marriage, and our death ; we 
are registered every ten years by the Census; we are 
registered for the national and local franchise, for various 
social services and in innumerable other ways. What is 
to prevent the Government using the Census register 
for war purposes? So long as the Register is voluntary. 
we can please ourselves. 

The natural tendency of the pacifist is to ignore it, 
though since we have been told that the result of an 
insufficient response to the voluntary appeal will be con- 
scription there are some who argue that those who object 
to conscription should try to make the voluntary system 
successful ! 

Is it possible for us to put up a logical case against 
a voluntary register? It is part of the Government’s 
war preparations. Agreed! But is there any reason 
why those who are prepared to take part in war should 
not be free to tell the government in advance what 
service they would prefer to render in war-time? 

If the Register becomes compulsory we may desire 
to consider more carefully our attitude as a body. From 
the point of view of a “ gesture ” there is no doubt some- 
thing to be said for our all doing the same thing pro- 
viding we are not thereby bringing any kind of pressure 
on individuals to act against their conscience. 

Which would be the better policy 2? That we should 
all refuse to sign the register and face prosecution—and, 
for many, consequent loss of employment—or that we 
should all fill in the register stating quite frankly that 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Towards a New World 
Conference 


Prof. R. B. Mowat’s | 
Strong Case 


A STRONG case for the holding of a world 

economic conference was made by 
Professor R. B. Mowat, of Bristol Univer- 
sity, in a letter published in The Times on 
December 29, 1938. 

“The daily press is filled with headlines 
and articles on war or subjects connected 
with war. It has sadly to be admitted that 
the international situation, which for a 
moment or two after Munich seemed to 
offer hope and confidence, has relapsed into 
gloom and trouble,” he wrote: 

“The public seems to be slipping into 
dull resignation, waiting for the worst to 
happen. This is anything but helpful to 
those Ministers of State—and there are 
few enough of them!—who have still the 
courage to choose and the energy to pursue 
an active policy of peace. 


SOLUTION MISSED 


“There is a reason for everything, and 
there is always a way out of such difficul- 
ties as are not accidental calamities but 
are the result of human agency. Peace- 
able statesmen have sought for the cause 
of the international disturbance on every 
side except one. They have discussed 
armaments, frontiers, minorities, religions, 
races; they have not discussed economics. 

“They have not offered to come together 
frankly to confer and to make concessions 
on their dearest treasures—tariffs and 
currency. Yet it is there, possibly, indeed 
probably, that the solution of the enigma 
hes. 


BAD CONSCIENCES 


“At any rate the economic line is worth 
trying. All Governments have a bad con- 
science on the question of tariffs and cur- 
rency. They all recognize the beam in 
their neighbour’s eye. It is therefore 
reasonably certain that they all have a 
good case for claiming something and all 
have an inner prompting that they should 
concede something. 

“The standard of living of all peoples 
without exception is declining, though in 
the relatively wealthy democratic States 
less than in the dictator States. 


PEOPLES ARE WAITING 


“An economic conference such as was 
held in 1933—which was doing quite well 
until currency was withdrawn from its 
agenda—should be convened forthwith. 
There might be refusals, but the risk is 
werth taking. 

“ven a failure would not have the bad 
effects that a failed political conference 
would have. But how could it fail with all 
the people of the world waiting for it to 
give them life?” 


Support in Northern 
Ireland 


Support for the National Petition for a 
new Peace Conference is being organized 
in Northern Ireland by the Belfast group 
of the Peace Pledge Union. 

Clergy have been circularized, and a 
letter sent to the press explains that 
anyone wishing to sign the petition will 
find that the priest or minister of his 
congregation has a petition form. 

The petition is supported in Belfast by 
leading men of many shades of thought, 
including: 

The Archbishop of Armagh and Primate of 
All-Ireland; 

The Bishop of Down, Connor, and Dromore; 

The Dean of Belfast; 

Rabbi J. Shachter; 

Professor R. Corkey, M.P.; 

Professor R. M. Henry, Acting Vice-Chancellor 
of Belfast University; 

Alderman H. Midgley. 


National Petition 
Deputations 


The Petition Le Committee has 
now decided to try to hold the central and 
local deputations, based upon the com- 
pleted petition, before Easter, if at all 
possible. March 4 has, therefore, been fixed 
as the last date for receiving signatures. 

This decision makes it even more essential 
for an intensified effort and the Petition 
Committee is recommending that the week 
February 19 to 25 be set aside as a special 
“Petition Week,” 
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=" A New Peace 


Information 


Service 


TO EXPOSE THE FALSITY 
OF WAR PROPAGANDA 


By BEN 


GREENE 


gressive Information Service, the objects of which are the 


W: are glad to announce the formation of The Peace and Pro- 


collection and dissemination of little-known facts about current 


questions involving peace or war. 


In the following article Mr. Ben Greene explains the Service in full 
and calls for a minimum of 1,000 subscribers. 


THE case against war is so immense and 
overwhelming from whatever aspect 
we look at it that many pacifists fee] that 
it is merely necessary to state the case 
against war to carry complete and over- 
whelming conviction. But the recent crisis 
has shown us that the case for peace in 
particular has become of greater import- 
ance than the case against war in general. 
Peace was not saved last September by 
peace opinion but it was saved by the for- 
tuitous fact that British imperial interests 
were not directly threatened by the 
German demands upon Czecho-Slovakia. 
Indeed, we saw the terribly revealing fact 
of peace opinion clamouring for war. 

The rights and wrongs of the issues at 
stake were never understood, not even by 
pacifists. If a similar crisis arises and 
British imperial interests are) involved 
pacifist opinion will be completely over- 
whelmed. 

To avert such a fate the first~essential 
step is for pacifist peace opinion to be 
completely and accurately informed as to 
the issues at stake in contemporary affairs 
and as to how present policies affect the 
peace issue. Such information can only be 
obtained by a specialized activity which 
requires widespread support, especially on 
the financial side. 

Up to a few years ago we could rely 
upon some of the peace societies and pro- 
gressive political parties to provide the 
material in presenting the case for peace 
in public controversy. Today this struggle 
falls almost solely upon the pacifist move- 
ment. 

In order to equip the pacifist movement 
Yor this work a Peace and Progressive 
Information Service has been set up, and 
the Sponsors of the Peace Pledge Union 
have invited me to explain this new 
service to you. 


Clearing-House of Information 

The first purpose of the Information 
Service is to act as a clearing-house of all 
the available information that is required 
for the conducting of a peace campaign. 
Today, throughout the country, pacifists 
are engaged in controversy either in 
speech, in letters to the press, or in articles. 
In all such controversies knowledge is 
strength. 

To say “I know,” and prove it, is in- 
finitely stronger and carries much greater 
conviction than to say “I think” or “I 
believe.” Better still if we can quote the 
words of an avowed opponent in support 
of our case. 

What would not the pacifist of the last 
war have given to be able to quote Lloyd 
George’s conclusion on the war which he 
subsequently reached when he wrote:— 

“Let all who trust Justice to the arbitrament 
of war bear in mind that the issue may depend 
not on the righteousness of the quarrel but on 


the craft of litigants. It is the teaching of 
history and this war enforces the lesson.” 


Why should we not use this statement 
now? We may vaguely remember that 
something like this was said but we cannot 
remember where or when, and because we 
do not know for certain we dare not refer 
to it. 

We may vaguely know that half the cost 
of the last war was represented by the 
profits made out of that war on which we 
are paying a crippling tribute of interest 
charges; but we dare not bring this into an 
argument because we feel unable to prove 
it. 

We may have suspected that the oft- 


repeated statements that the Sudetenland 
had never been part of the German Reich 
was made deliberately to foster the war 
spirit; but we dared not controvert it 
because we had no immediate means of 
finding out the real facts, and we had to 
allow an argument to pass unchallenged 
which may have influenced many in their 
attitude to the crisis. 

There are hundreds of similar cases 
springing up where we feel helpless in face 
of the “craft of the litigant.” It is the 
first purpose of the Peace and Progressive 
Information Service to help in such cases, 
and it is now ready to help you, by pro- 
viding you with real facts. 


The Counter War Propaganda 

As soon as we have 1,000 subscribers to 
the Service we mean to take the next step 
in meeting the requirements of the peace 
movement. This is the provision of weekly 
notes for speakers drawn up in such a way 
that the’ speech is ready drafted and that 
it can be read as informed commentary 
upon current affairs based upon facts and 
figures and quotations. 

This we hope to make the most important 
part of the service in that it will maintain 
the educational work of the peace move- 
ment at the highest pitch based upon 
contemporary events and with which we 
can counteract the war propaganda imme- 
diately it is put out. 

The third important service we hope to 
perform as soon as our resources are suffi- 
cient is the provision of small handbooks 
to be sold at a penny or twopence giving 
the background and history of issues as 
they arise. 

We stand today in urgent need of such a hand- 
book on the problem of Palestine. We should 
also require a handbook on the Ukraine which 
will loom larger and larger on the international 
stage and about which the greater number of 
people know next to nothing. 

We have seen in the case of Czecho-Slovakia 
how this lack of knowledge was exploited by in- 
terested parties and against which the pacifist 
movement could do little as it had no means of 
establishing what the real facts were. The same 
danger is apparent in the case of the Ukraine. 

Knowledge of the history and the facts as far 
as they can be established alone can obviate the 
danger, and this is work that a fully equipped 
Peace Information Service can perform. Such 
handbooks could be used as study circle guides 
for the use of group meetings and may go a long 
way in raising the intellectual level of our 
membership, which will be an important factor 
in our fight for peace. 

By supplying such information our resources 
in speakers will be increased, as the biggest 
factor in restraining people from public speak- 
ing is that “there is nothing new to say.” Our 
booklets and general service will provide plenty 
of new things to say. 


Financial Basis 

This information service has been started 
with limited means and under conditions 
which involve the minimum of expenses. 
As soon as the support is sufficient we may 
move to a central place where we can 
cooperate closely with the valuable work 
of the Pacifist Research Bureau and with 
Peace News. The scheme is not a money- 
making venture, but it requires a great 
deal of money if it is to be conducted on 
sound and effective lines. 


The annual subscription is 12s. 6d. We are 
now aiming at getting 1,000 subscribers, which 
will make the wider service possible, and my 
appeal to you is to help us to get these 1,000 sub- 
scribers as quickly as possible. After that we 
have no doubt whatever that the subscribers will 
increase automatically because of the service we 
shall be able to offer. If you write to me, Ben 
Greene, The Wilderness, Berkhamsted, Herts. 
(Telephone: Berkhamsted 1), I shall be glad to 
send you full particulars. 


Fear is Good 
for Trade 


Q@TEEL shares rose just after the 
news of the Government’s 


£20,000,000 A.R.P. steel shelter plan. 
Here are some of the rises:— 
Before. 


After. 
24/6 
21/9 
81/6 


23.3 
21/- 
83/6 


Dorman Long 

Guest Keen 

Tube Investments .. 

United Steels wan eat ly 23/- 

Colville +2 20/3 21/6 

The steei industry certainly seems 
likely to do uncommonly well out of 
the plan, since about 15 percent of its 
full capacity annual output is likely 
to be required. 

—Daily Herald. 


GAP THE LEAGUE 
MUST FILL 


The need for the establishment of the 
League of Nations as the normal medium of 
international activity is stressed in a state- 
ment issued by the Peace Committee of the 
Society of Friends. 

It is pointed out that despite the success 
of the League in various technical fields, its 
political work has hitherto broken down 
largely owing to the unwillingness of States 
to accept curtailment of their sovereignty 
and to make their contribution to collective 
economic welfare. The obligation laid’ 
upon League members to coerce a peace- 
breaker encouraged the belief that the 
authority of the League depended upon 


forces it did not possess. 

“We need to restore the demand of the nations 
for a real international society,’ continues the 
statement, “with an organization which would 
effectively coordinate the economic and financial 
efforts of the nations in order to raise the stand- 
ard of living of all peoples. This would mean 
an institution of such tangible value that all 
nations will attack importance to membership 
of it.” 

Emphasis should be laid on the “League’s 
essential functions of mediation, conciliation and 
arbitration, which should be accepted by any 
State party to a dispute. The procedure for the 
peaceful revision of treaties should be clarified ° 
by indicating the appropriate steps to be taken 
and by the elimination of the vates of parties to 
the dispute.” 

The statement urges separation of League 
functions from the regular machinery of the 
Secretariat where necessary, provided some 
general association with the League is main- 
tained. Thus special organizations both for 
economic and financial affairs, and also for the 
Administration of Mandates, might be set up pro- 
vided they widened the effective sphere of inter- 
national action. 


Economic Road to 
Peace Conference 
Final Session : 


CENTRAL HALL - WESTMINSTER 


Speakers : 
Emil Ludwig, Archibald Crawford, K.C., 
Ben Greene, Mrs Pethick Lawrence 


Subjects: 
An Empire Economic Conference; A World 
Peace Conference; A New League of Nations 


Railway facilities. Day and Half-day Excursions 
on G.W.R. from Bristol, Bai. Chippenham, 
Oldfield Park, ete. 

Return from Paddington: 12.30, night. 

Birmingham (Snow Hill), Wolverhampton, Ban- 
bury, Leamington. 

Return from Paddington: 12.10, night. 

Cheltenham, Gloucester, Stroud, etc. 

Return from Paddington: 12.55, night. 

Kidderminster, Droitwich, Worcester, Evesham, 
Kingham, ete. 

Return from Paddington: 12 midnight. 

Oswestry, Gobowen, etc. 

Return from Paddington: 12.10, night. 

Aberystwyth, Barmouth, Aberdovey, Llanidloes, 
Newtown, atc. {leaving Friday night.) 
Return from Paddington (Sat.) : 12 midnight. 


LN.E.R. from Bradford, Dewsbury, Doncaster, 
Grantham, Halifax, Keighley, Leeds, Newark, 
Peterborough, Retford, Wakefield, etc. 
Return from King's Cross : 12.20, night. 

Gainsborough, Lincoln, Sleaford, Hull, Goole, 
etc, 


Return from King's Cross : 
Mexboro, 

Return from King's Cross: 12.43, night. 
Nottingham, Loughborough, Leicester, Rugby, 

atc. 

Return from Marylebone : 
Ilkley, Ben Rhydding, Burley in W., ete. 


12.10, night. 


12.40, night. 


Return from St. Pancras: 


L.M.S. from 
Wigan, etc. 
Return from Euston : 12.30, night, 

Nottingham, Trent, Loughboro, Leicester, 
Market Harboro, Kettering, Wellingbaro, etc. 
Return from St, Pancras: 12.10, night, 

Northampton. 

Return 1.19, night. 

Tamworth, Rugby, etc. 
Return 2.5, night. 


12 midnight. 


Birmingham, Wolverhampton, 


Local handbills, etc., should be consulted 
for further details. 


Group Leaders should apply at once by letter 
or wire stating number of shilling or free seats 
they wish reserved. 


Conference tickets can now be obtained from 
Friends House (Book Centre) ; Dick Sheppard 
Memorial Club, Thomas Street, W.1., or at the 
Conference Office, 33 New Cavendish Street, 
W.1. [Telephone : Welbeck 3287.) 
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The Paeifists Bookshelf 


PEACE 


NEWS 


A Grocer’s Son— 


and Others 


By PRESTON BENSON 


William Law: Selected Mystical Writings. 
Edited by Stephen Hobhouse. Daniel, 
8s. 6d. 

Love; the only Solution. By A. Herbert 
Gray. Rich and Cowen, 3s. 6d. 

The Crisis and Democracy. By J. Eric 
Fenn. SCM Press, Is. 

Peace and the Churches. By Irene Marinoff. 
Independent Press, is. 

The Kingdoms of the Spirit. 
Houghton. Daniel, 5s. 

The Garden of Silence. By Derek Neville. 
Daniel, ls. 6d. 

SOME consign books on religion and near- 

religion to the dustbin but to others 
they are bliss. Authors say that once one 
has attained the favours of the religious 
book public, one is made: the readers are 
loyal for life provided one keeps up the 
blessed friendliness, the angelical balm, the 
kindly sanctifications, and the table talk of 
sweet reasonableness. 

The religious book public, I fancy, will 
not like old William Law. He is tough. 
This nature-mystic of the eighteenth cen- 
tury had a piercing eye and he was not the 
son of a Northampton grocer for nothing. 
If I say that his book is the only one in the 
above list that warms my vitals, it is not 
because the others are senseless but that 
they seem to have the sensibility of Simple 
Simon when compared with the strength of 
Law. Being eighteenth century and in- 


By Claude 


. volved in the theological contentions of his 


time, vast paragraphs of Law are as non- 
sense today but his sharpened wits set down 
things that seem of quite recent appercep- 
tion: 

“The light and the religion of nature and the 
light of the Gospel are the same light and from 
the same producer of light in the mind.” 

“Look at that which the private Christian is 
to do to his neighbour or his enemy and you 
see that very thing which one Christian king- 
dom :s to de te another.” 

“There is ncethiny safe in religion but in such 
a course of behaviour as leaves nothing for 
corrupt nature to feed or live upon.” 

“The perfection of every life is no way 
possibly to be had but as every flower came to 
its perfection, viz, from its own seed and 
Toot Mens 

* Love is delight.” Z 

I can well understand many finding this 
fat book, with notes and explanations by 
Stephen Hobhouse, as great a source of hap- 
piness as the writings of Law have been to 
him. 

Against Law, Dr. Herbert Gray is easy 
reading—a manual for Sunday School 
teachers, perhaps, and one not above drag- 
ging into religion such correctives as these: 

“There are 2,334,000 families with over £5 a 
week" 

“There are 11,600,000 families with less than 
£2 10s. a week.” 

“14 percent of working-class families live be- 
low the poverty line.” 

Nor is Dr. Gray above saying bluntly 

“T have never read a coherent doctrine of the 
Atonement” 
as a slum parson with no gift for the mys- 
teries may say with reason and with whose 
heretical challenge I entirely agree. 


Issue of Today 


Eric Fenn’s book tries to grasp the mean- 
ing of Munich but if he began by appre- 
ciating the method employed there first of 
all, he would make more headway. His 
provocative little book fails to realize that 
the real issue today is not between democ- 
racy and dictatorships but between pacifism 
and fascism with democracy for prize, to 


Read the 


SOCIALIST CASE 
AGAINT WAR in 


“FORWARD” 
Every Friday 2d. 
HO NEST, FEARLES;, INDEPENDENT 
Send postcard for sample copy to: 


25, Civic Street, Glasgow, C.4, 


—_— 


Get to know 


ALLYSOL 


make or break. Irene Marinoff misses the 
same point but she cannot even see the 
difference between force and violence, be- 
tween the public opinion that allows the 
police force to maintain law and order and 
the imperialists’ organized preparations for 
violence and murder to maintain imperi- 
alism. 

Claude Houghton’s efforts to express 
verities are moonshine to me. I cower as I 


read that sudden light and sudden dark- 
ness are identical in effect and that the foun- 
der of each creed seeks to destroy the dead 
symbolism of a perished faith. Every 
sentence may be pregnant with thought, as 
reviewers say, but I would prefer a few 
home truths on the cosmos out of the mouth 
of a cabman’s wife. 

The same applies to the gentilities of 
Derek Neville, much as they may be en- 
joyed by lavender and old lace. 


Some Books About 


OIL, 
Fuel of the War Machine 


Al forces, navies and mechanized armies 
would be useless without petroleum oil, 
which has consequently become a factor 
of ever-increasing importance in the 
strategical plans of the Great Powers. It 
has led to wars and to countless internal 
troubles within the States in whose terri- 
tory it is found. } 

A list of good books on the subject of oil 

appeared in the December number of Par 
International (published by the Women’s 
International League, 12 rue du Vieux- 
Collége, Geneva, Switzerland, 2s. 6d. a 
year). The list was compiled after con- 
sultation with an expert, and from it we 
have made the following selection: 

Kart HorrMann: O0elpolitik und angelsdch- 
sischer Imperialismus” 1927, Ring-Verlag, 
Berlin. 

The Expert declared this to be the standard 
work of modern times. 

LupweE_Lt Denny: We fight for Oil. Published 
by Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 1929. Ger- 
man Translation: Oelquellen/Kriegsquellen. 
Orel Fussli-Verlag, Zurich, 1930. 

Lupwett DENNY: America conquers England, 
1930, Allen and Jnwin, London. 

ANton Ziscoka: Der Kampf um — : Weltmacht 
Oel, Leipzig, Wilhelm Goldmann. Verlag, 
1934. This book reads like an exciting novel. 
It is the result of five journeys round the 
world. The author demonstrates reality, and 
does not preach theory. 

Henri Berencer: La Franc: e. le Pétrole, 
1921, Paris. During the worid war Senator 
Bérenger was ‘he head of the oil- 
administration. 

Francis Dexarsi: Le Pétrole, 1920, Paris. 

Louis Fiscuer: Oel-Imperialismus, 1927, Neuer 
deutscher Verlag, Berlin. 


Whoever reads two cr three of the books 
listed declared Pax International, “not 
superficially, but trying to get at their con- 
tents, will be able to judge as to the real 
importance oil has today for the very 
existence of States. To know in an in- 
formed way about that is the duty of 
everybody, and especially of every pacifist 
who takes part in international politics.” 


Quakers and the War 
Method 


| That the Quaker attitude to war is a 
) stumbling-block to those who advocate the 


development of a peace system by organiz- 
ing the forces of war, is the opinion of S. C. 
Farrar, author of a new leaflet entitled, 
The War Method: A Quaker Examination, 
which has just been issued by the Northern 
Friends’ Peace Board, Friends’ Meeting 
House, Woodhouse Lane, Leeds 2, and the 
Friends’ Peace Committee, Friends House, 
Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 

“We can assure those who criticize our 
attitude that we do not in the slightest 
degree doubt their sincerity of purpose,” 
Mr. Farrar says, “but we do think that they 
have missed the crucial’ point, that to use 
methods which are the outcome of sus- 
picion and mistrust cannot help toward the 
establishment of peace.” 


January 20, 1939 


A Pacifist Commentary 


Eire & Ulster:: Jews & German 
Debts :: A New Allianee 


‘THE bomb outrages throughout the 
country have revived memories of 
Sinn Fein, and once again the [Irish 
Republican Army has assumed a fearsome 
importance which its strength of some few 
hundreds, a few of them admittedly 
desperate, hardly seems to justify. 

As was to be expected the Government 
of Northern Ireland has been prompt to 
profit by these senseless demonstrations. 
Sir Dawson Bates, the Minister for Home 
Affairs, has seized on the “ proclamation ” 
displayed in several London districts on 
Monday as a vindication, “if any were 
necessary” for the repressive measures 
recently taken by his Government. 

He recalls the blowing up of six customs 
houses on the border as the first shots in 
the campaign, and thus seeks to justify the 
detention without trial since December 23 
of thirty-four IRA men, accused of plotting 
the overthrow of the Government. 

“Tt is obviously impossible to combat the 
unlawful activities of organizations,” he 
says, “ which are restrained by no dictates 
of humanity or civilization and whose only 
political argument consists of intimidation, 
arson and murder, by the methods of or- 
dinary law.” 

Quite apart from the fact the “the 
methods of ordinary law” make ample 
provision for dealing with “ intimidation, 
arson and murder,” and the fact that the 
Northern Ireland Government have in fact 
for long employed quite extraordinary law 
to maintain their power, it is untrue to 
maintain that the “only political argu- 
ment” of the IRA is terrorism. There is a 
very strong strain of idealism. intelligent 
nationalism and socialist aspiration in the 
Republican credo, and it is too much to 
believe that the large following which the 
Army has among the younger and more 
active members of the Fianna Fail has 
been developed on the opportunities it 
affords tor the practice of terrorism. 

In this country no less than in Northern 
Treland the dice is heavily loaded against 
such organizations as this, and adherence 
calls for no little courage and devotion to 
what is regarded as a great cause. 

There is of course, rather obvious 
muddleheadedness in the belief that by the 
blowing up of a few power stations and 
publie buildings one can achieve the over- 
throw of the Governments now in power 
and the establishment of an All-Ireland 
Republic. Even in the “ proclamation” we 
find such phrases as this: 

“ We place the cause of the Irish Republic 
under the protection of the Most High God, 
and his blessing we invoke upon our arm, 
and we pray that no one who serves that 
cause will dishonour it by cowardice, in- 
humanity and rapine.” 

One would not require to travel very far 
along the road the IRA has already taken 
to find oneself making mincemeat of this 
particular injunction. 


Germany and Refugees 


DAULKED in her demand for the restora- 

tion of her colonies, and her novel plan 
for the exchange of refugees and markets 
turned down unanimously by the. British 
Press, and still desperate for foreign 
currency, the German Government, accord- 
ing to the well-informed City Editor of the 
Daily Herald has delivered an ultimatum 
to that section of our community whose 
power in the counsels of the great is in 
direct proportion to its timorousness— the 
private bankers. 

Unless the refugee plan is adopted, and 
Germany is guaranteed increased export 
markets in return for allowing the emi- 
grant Jews to retain some of their money, 
Nazi extremists may persuade the Govern- 
ment to denounce the short-term debts it 
owes in London, thus precipitating a crisis. 
The nearest available estimate cf these 
obligations is £40,000,000. 

It is now believed that this situation was 
discussed by Mr. Montagu Norman and Dr. 
Schacht during the former’s visit to Berlin. 

It is shameful, of course, that the plight 
of the Jews should thus be made a pawn 
in the game of commercial competition, 
and it will be even more shameful if the 
Government is at last obliged to act because 
of the possible bankruptcy of a few 
financial firms ; but relief of the Jews, as of 
all other refugees, needs no elaborate justi- 
fication, nor does the extension of fair 
trading conditions to the German Govern- 
ment. 

Again we see illustrated the inevitable 


fact that if decency and friendship are not 
the forces which dictate international 
relationships, other and more _ tortuous 
methods will be adopted to attain a nation’s 
just needs. 


Other than this, the only news of impor- 
tance regarding the refugee problem during 
the week was the announcement that the 
Government of the West Indian Republic 
of Santo Domingo, in conjunction with the 
Evian Inter-Governmental Committee on 
Refugees, has agreed to admit into the 
Republic up to, about 100,000 Jewish 
refugees from Europe. 


Anti-Soviet Alliance 


BEFORE the end of the month, according 

to the News Chronicle on Monday, 
there will be made public a new triple 
alliance, ready for signature between Ger- 
many, Italy and Japan. 

Signature of the agreement is said to have 
been held up in view of Anglo-Italian nego- 
tiations. Aware, however, of the negative 
result to be expected from the talks in 
Rome, Count Ciano is reported to have in- 
formed the Japanese Ambassador in Rome 
—shortly before Mr. Chamberlain arrived 
—that Italy was ready to sign. 

Although Mussolini is apparently anxious 
for the pact to be made public socn, to 
demonstrate the solidarity of the Axis. and 
to place the British visit “in its proper per- 
spective in the eyes of the Italian Public,” 
a slight hitch is reported. 

Owing to her dependence on Britain and 
America for material used in the war on 
China, Japan wishes the agreement to be 
announced as directed exclusively against 
Soviet Russia. The Duce, according to the 
News Chronicle, “is reluctant to limit the 
scope of the alliance. even ostensibly,” for 
he “dislikes the new * Anglo-American’ 
block.” Agreement on this point is ex- 
pected. as is a public announcement con- 
cerning the alliance. before the end of 
January. 

Whatever may be the terms of the 
alliance, there is no doubt that, like the 
existing anti-Comintern Pact. it is an 
alliance of the new imperialisms against 
the old. the “have-nots” against the 
“haves.” It is yet another indication that 
the system of greed known as imperialism 
is at the root of much of the world's tension 
today. 


Britain and Japan 


CTING on what fs, in effect though not 

in fact. cooperation with the United 
States and France, the British Government 
is making a brave effort to “stand up” to 
Japan now that she has practically com- 
pleted the rape of China which it has so 
far watched without making any energetic 
effort to stop by emergency measures and 
none to get at the root of the matter. 

The latest “ measure” was the dignified 
note presented in Tokio on Saturday in- 
forming the Japanese Government “ of the 
uncertainty and the grave anxiety in which 
His Majesty’s Government in the United 
Kingdom has been left by a study of 
Japan’s new policy in Far Eastern affairs.” 

Unfortunately, it cannot have helped to 
a position of certainty to “make it clear” 
(as the Government desired, in its note, to 
do) that the Government is “not prepared 
to accept or recognize changes which are 
brought about by force.” For the Japanese 
Government must just have read reports 
of the British Prime Minister's toast to the 
King of Italy as Emperor of Abyssinia. If 
the Japanese Government entertains any 
“grave anxiety” not to interpret British 
diplomacy as thoroughly hypocritical, it 
must experience considerable uncertainty 
in knowing how to square these two things 
—not to mention other aspects of our own 
foreign policy. 

But the issue of the fait accompli is 
clearly the central one in Anglo-Japanese 
relations now, whatever it may have been 
previously. And in this connexion it is in- 
teresting to find no less an authority than 
the Tokio correspondent of The Times 
doubting “whether any pressure likely to be 
applied would induce Japan at this stage 
to abandon the great prize which she has 
publicly proclaimed herself to be set on.” 
This is at once a warning of the futility of 
punitive measure and a reminder of the 
difficulties that arise from refusal to tackle 
such problems early and in a radical 
manner. 
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PEACE NEWS 


SPEAKING 


PERSONALLY 


By RICHARD 


GREGG 


, We Must Not Protest In 


Time Of War! 


who, after war begins, are not immedi- 
ately summoned under conscription 
laws for military or industrial service 
or who are not immediately arrested, 
should they further express their beliefs 
by public speaking against war and against 
: the government, or by helping to organize 
} meetings of protest? 
| I believe that any public speaking done 
i by pacifists after their country has entered 
war should be only constructive, in favour 
{ of some specific programme or condition— 
th not negative, not any adverse criticism 
' whatsoever against the government in 
relation to war, or against its leaders on 
that account, or even against war. 
Pacifists ought then to show great 
restraint and advocate only such things as 
liberty of speech, press and assembly, or 
/ any positive, constructive, social or econo- 
mic programme for building a better world. 
Don’t talk about the wrongness of the mili- 
tarists’ choice, but about the truth, beauty, 
practicalness and common sense of the 
Ppacifists’ methods and how they can be 
woven into the texture of society. Throw 
most of your energy into quiet constructive 
work. 


: I the case of men and women pacifists 


* 
if DACIFISTS have usually in time of 
war protested verbally in public 

against it and the repressive actions of gov- 
N ernments for various reasons. It will 
{ clarify our thinking to enumerate each of 
: these reasons and consider the pros and 
ij cons of protest in relation to each reason. 
Ri The purpose of protest may be 
I 3. To satisfy one’s conscience; 
; 2. To refuse to share in or be responsible 
for a great wrong; 
4 3. To refuse to seem by silence to give 
, consent to such great wrong; 
: 4. To testify to a vision of the truth; 

5. To try to persuade the militarists and 
their followers to change their beliefs and 
their ways; 

6. To try to influence neutral or doubt- 


‘ ing citizens; 

t %. To struggle thus for liberty of thought, 

speech, press, assembly, action, or religious 
opinion; 


> 
: 8. To uphold democracy by stating one’s 
conviction as part of the process of creating 
or ascertaining the public will; 
} 9. To organize pressure against the war- 
ring government and make war as difficult 
as possible for the government; 
| 10. To help eliminate some of the econo- 
| mic causes of war; 
11. To follow the teachings and example 
of Jesus, various Christian saints, Buddha, 
Socrates, Lao Tsu, Gandhi, great Jewish 
rabbis and others; 

12. To serve human unity; 

13. To set the right example to others, 
including the younger generation; 

14, To express moral indignation because 
of the sufferings of the masses of the people, 
hoping thus to help them; 

15. To gain publicity for non-violent 
resistance and to dramatize its meaning; 

/ 16. To prepare the ground for making a 
“better peace and winning converts to non- 
Zviolence after the war is over. 
$ There may be other purposes but these 
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WOULD the silence of pacifists in 
v* regard to war, after it begins, 
provided they are actively working to build 
a better civilization, be cowardly? 

Their refusals to do military service or 
munitions work and their speaking in 
favour of liberty and various specific re- 
forms will subject them to'harsh treatment 
and real losses. The realization and en- 
durance of these sufferings would not be- 
token cowardice. _ To anyone who asks, 
they are willing to tell in full detail and 
without evasion their principles and 
reasons for their actions. But a coward is 
it evasive about many things and is not ready 
f to answer every question about his actions. 

To the extent that, before war came, the 
; conscientious objector had lived simply 
and_served™actively the cause of a better 
' civilization, had shown self-sacrifice and 
i devotion to the needs of others, especially 
; the poor, he would have offered advance 


proof of moral courage and sincerity. Such 
life and work, whether before or during 
war, promote human unity and express and 
generate love and trust, which are the 
opposite of cowardice. The wider and 
stronger the love, the less the fear. 
Lastly, in so far as respect for the per- 
sonality of others is an element in love, and 
in so far as the silence of the pacifist in 
wartime is due to his recognition that the 
militarist is then under moral necessity to 
act in accordance with his (the militarist’s) 
vision of the truth, so that the pacifist does 
not try to hinder him from so doing, out 
of respect for the personality and sincerity 


dominated by our assumption that the real 
aim of pacifists is to create a new civiliza- 
tion which will not provide causes of war. 

On that assumption, our conscience ought 
to have been clear and strong enough to 
have caused us, before war began, to 
change our habits and begin work for that 
new sort of civilization. Hence, in wartime 
to want to speak out against war is evi- 
dence not of a most sensitive conscience but 
of an inadequate and delayed conscience. 
Since action speaks louder than words, and 
is a more complete and_ convincing 
expression of belief, silent action of the 
kinds suggested is the best way to satisfy 
the conscience. 

Since truth is war’s first casualty, wayr- 
time above all others may well seem the 
time for the assertion of truth by those 
wh) have courage and ideals. Truth will 
indeed conquer all obstacles if only it is 
expressed. Our assumption noted above is 
a deeper and more valuable truth than is 
the importance of non-war. 

The question is not as to the importance 
of expressing truth, but as to the most effec- 
tive mode of its expression. Society has 
lacked not in verbal expressions of truth, 
but in the putting of the truth we knew into 
action. Silent work is the pacifist’s best 
testimony to truth, the best way to turn 
truth into actuality. 


* 


6¢p BELIEVE that any public 


speaking done by pacifists 

after their country has en- 
tered war should be only con- 
structive . . . not negative, not 
any adverse criticism whatsoever 
against the government in relation 
to war, or against its leaders on 
that account, or even against 
war." 

This is the unconventional advice 
given by Richard B. Gregg in this, 
the last of his three articles in the 
series " Speaking Personally." 

Richard B. Gregg, author of "The 
Power of Non-Violence," is the fifteenth 
writer under the heading " Speaking 
Personally." This is the last of three 
articles. 

Previous contributors have included 
Vera Brittain, Laurence Housman, Lord 
Ponsonby, Leonard Barnes, and Ronald 
Duncan. 

The first of three articles by 

NIGEL SPOTTISWOODE 
will ‘appear NEXT WEEK 


'THE price of freedom is, I believe, 
fundamentally not eternal vigi- 
lance in opposing tyrannies and restric- 
tions. but in eternal efforts to create mutual 
trust among people, mutual respect for per- 
sonality, trust in the power of truth, belief 
in human unity, gentle kindness and love. 
Where these attitudes flourish there will 
be freedom. 
These attitudes are created and main- 
tained more by actions than by words, 
especially than by words of protest. Free- 


to practise our ideals, not because we have 
failed to talk. 

Christians will remember that Jesus did 
not condemn soldiers nor war, nor even the 


of belief of the militarist—to that extent 
the silence of the pacifist dzes not indicate 
cowardice but love. For the victims of war 
he will express his love by quiet work. 

Of course we may all deceive ourselves, 
and a particular pacifist may be a coward. 
I merely say that the pacifist’s silence in 
war would not be proof of cowardice, nor 
need it conduce to cowardice. 


* 


"THOUGH I have examined the 
validity of such silence in rela- 

tion to each of the purposes above- 
mentioned, and am confident of it, there is 
room here to consider only a few instances. 
Our consideration of all the purposes is 


dictatorship and repression which was all 
around him. Nor did he directly condemn 


opposition to Rome. I wonder whethcz: 
this silence on his part might not have been 


and governmental repression are only the 


tom of social and economic oppression and 
injustice within each country, and hence 


underlying disease. 


Suggested Community Service 


other countries with the object of building inter- 
national good will. 


League 


S.a result of a recent article in Peace 

News on community serviee by John 
S. Hoyland, a number of people have 
written to Mr. Hoyland regarding the for- 
mation of a Community Service League 
(such as suggested in his article) for those 
who feel anxious to do such service in Peace 
Pledge Union and other groups. 

It is suggested that four forms of service 
should be considered, at any rate at first, 
as within the compass of the new League: 

1. Service for the immediate locality, especi- 
ally for old age pensioners, hospital patients. 
disabled allotment-holders, overworked house- 
wives, and in bringing of waste land under.culti- 
vation for the benefit of the unemployed and 
other sufferers. 

2. Service for the distressed areas: groups to 


that the time has come to make a list of 


who are willing to undertake such service, 
and would like to join such a Community 
Service League.” He asks that they write 
to him (at the Work Camp Clearing 
House, Woodbrooke Settlement, Bir- 
mingham 29), if possible before February 
1, giving name, age, address, occupation, 
and form of service they would like to do. 
Women are, of course, included. 


“Murder in the 


Cathedral ” 


T.S. Eliot’s Murder in the Cathedral will 


variety of services involved is much greater. 


dom has declined because we have failed 


imperial Roman equivalent of modern 
the Jewish zealots who proposed violent 


because he realized that international war 


flowering, summation, and ultimate sym- 


he confined his words and deeds to that 
which, if put into practice, would cure the 


abroad to cooperate in similar enterprises in 


Mr. Hoyland told Peace News: “It seems 


these individuals and (preferably) groups 


NATIONAL 
SERVICE 


(continued from p. 6) 


we were pacifists and would refuse to render 
such and such forms of service ? 

If we refused to register we should pre- 
sumably give our reasons for so doing. Does 
this differ from stating those reasons on the 
form ? 


* 


BEYOND the register itself, lies the 
“national service” for the 
organization of which it is intended. 
What services can we or can we not con- 
scientiously render? This is a question 
which each must ask and answer for him- 
self. 


In the last war it was comparatively 
simple. Only those liable to military ser- 
vice and having a conscientious objection to 
such service were called upon to render 
an alternative service and such service was 
defined by the highest authority as being 
work of a civilian character necessary to the 
country in the prosecution of the war. 
Nevertheless on this simple issue pacifists 
were divided. 

Today there are more pacifists, the 
demand for service is being made to the 
whole able-bodied population and the 


Hence we are likely to be much ‘more 
divided in our views. 


Some Complications 


On one thing we may perhaps agrée. So 
far as the Government is concerned, so- 
called “ National Service” is organization 
for war, directly or indirectly. Its 
enthusiasm for it is part of its plans for 
war preparation and glso for the introduc- 
tion of a form of fascism into this country. 


The Government has never shown any 
desire for National Service in the struggle 
against unemployment, poverty and the 
vast social evils from which we suffer, 
Nevertheless many of our ordinary peace- 
time jobs will be included in the category 
of “ National Service.” The whole thing is 
much more complicated than ever before. 


Should a pacifist cooperate in schemes for 
the evacuation of children from danger 
zones or in providing hospitality for 
evacuated children in “safe” areas? The 
evacuation schemes are part of the Govern- 
ment’s war preparations : they are intended 
to allay the anti-war feeling (panic, if you 
like) which was so evident last September, 
they will facilitate the maintenance of 
civilian morale and discipline among the 
adult population which is required to 
remain in the danger zones. 


On the other hand, is it. not the duty 
of pacifists to try to save the lives of 
innocent victims? Such service is not on 
a par with that of the RAMC—patching up 
soldiers to enable them to go on fighting. 
Nevertheless, let us not be deceived by 
those advocates of ARP who compare it to 
the provision of fire-brigades or life-boats. 
The latter are precautions against ill which 
we neither desire nor cause. War is some- 
thing ‘which we deliberately will and pre- 
pare. : 

All these are questions which we must 
face and answer. At the same time we 
must not fail to recognize and to make 
clear to our neighbours that the only 
alternative to all these difficulties is the 
complete renunciation of war and the 
adoption of a constructive pacifist policy. 
The practice and advocacy of these must 
be our primary task. 


The Dick Sheppard 
Memorial Club 
Restaurant 


in the buildings of The King's Weigh f 
House Church, Thomas Street, Oxford : 
Street, W.1 (two minutes from 
Selfridge's), is OPEN DAILY (except on 


go during holidays to the areas of acute unem- 
ployment for similar work, and also to help 
unemployed men in the transport of coal from 
cooperative workings to their homes. 

3. Service of the community as a whole: 
groups to be sent to cooperate in projects such 
as forestry, planting of moors and pit-tips, 
strengthening of fen-defences, draining of 
marshes, levelling of pit-tips, bringing of waste 
land under cultivation, etc. 

4. International service: groups to be sent 


be presented by the Adelphi Group to-night 
and tomorrow night in the St. George's 
Church, Bloomsbury. Each night’s per- 
formance will start at 8 p.m. 

The Adelphi Group presented the play 
at the last PPU conference at Langham. It 
was first produced in the Chapter House of 
Canterbury Cathedral, with Robert Speight 
as Beckett. 


Saturdays) from 3.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m. 


to Members and non-Members alike. 


* 


The Club has rooms that can be 
hired. 
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John Barelay on 
BUILDING A PACIFIST 


T WAS asked the other day what I con- 

sidered to be the most encouraging 
aspect of the work undertaken by the Peace 
Pledge Union. After a moment’s hesita- 
tion I said I thought it was the establishing 
of Dick Sheppard centres and clubs. 


Whatever else has a value, the centre 
round which and from which our activity 
emanates is undoubtedly the most valuable. 
There are three types of centres at present 
being developed, (a) the bookshop, (b) 
group headquarters and meeting place, (c) 
the club (which comprises both bookshop, 
méeting place and social centre). All three 
are extremely important and every group 
should aim at sponsoring one or other as 
soon as possible in order to gain for itself 
the power-house from which to radiate its 
energy. 

‘“ * a 


Book Shop. It is often quite possible to 
get a small shop in a central position at a 
rent of 15s. per week. This will probably 
have a small room leading out at the back. 
The first thing to do is to get twelve keen 
members to guarantee the rent between 
them and put all your available talent on to 
decorating. 


A dingy, and forsaken room can be made 
into a really attractive one by the use of 
elbow grease and paint. Old shelves can 
be taken down or altered, curtains hung 
and pictures chosen to match the scheme, 


The Group 
Secretary’s 


Weekly 
Notes 


COMMUNITY 


and in an incredibly short space of time you 
will have a shop which can be thrown open 
to the public with a certain amount of 
pride. Arrangements must be made to 
have someone always on duty to answer 
questions and supply information. 


s 2 % 


Headquarters and meeting place usually 
consist of a room or rooms, large enough to 
seat thirty or forty people comfortably and 
not on the ground floor. The important 
thing to remember about this kind of head- 
quarters is that it should have a window 
frontage where posters can be shown or 
from which a sign can be hung to make it 
known to the outside world. A notice on 
the front door is also an essential part of 
the equipment. 

This soon becomes the headquarters of 
the group and later develops into the 
regional office and can be linked by tele- 
phone to individual group leaders and other 
active members. At a time of national 
crisis this proves to be of enormous value 
and keeps the scattered groups in close 
personal touch. The rent is sometimes 
found to be less than that of the bookshop 
as it is not on the street level and the cost 
can easily be shared by a number of groups. 


The Dick Sheppard Club is the most im- 
portant of the three centres. Here it is pos- 
sible to combine the propaganda and educa- 
tive work together with the social atmos- 
phere of a club. 

A canteen supplying meals is a source of 
revenue and a basis for real communal 
activity. Dances, socials, whist drives, and 
concerts, as well as meetings, conferences 
and weekend schools can all be held in the 
building. 

One such club is already in existence in 
the West End of London. It is called the 
Dick Sheppard Memorial club and its 
rooms are in the basement of the famous 
King’s Weigh House. The W.1 group use it 
as their Headquarters and the London 
Group Leaders hold their monthly meeting 
in one of its large rooms. A library, ping- 
pong table and darts already add to its use- 
fulness and I see it becoming one of the 
most sought-after centres in troubled times. 


x * * 


We are attempting to build up a com- 
munity of pacifists within a social order 
which has nearly reached its breaking- 
point. Before the shell of the old order 
crumbles, let us have at least one thousand 
points from which the new work can be 
begun. 

Constructive work must be built on a 
sound social foundation and like the coral 
reef, it must be constructed by an infinite 
number of individual lives. The whole aim 
of an organization should be to become un- 
necessary in the same way that scaffolding 
becomes useless when the building is erec- 
ted. The PPU is an emerging body of 
public opinion and it is on the strength of 
the individual that it depends. 


Group News from the Four Corners 


MEMBERS of the Tonbridge group have 
started the year well. They have in- 
troduced a scheme for the distribution of 
pamphlets and are doing it so that every 
house in Tonbridge (5,500) receives one 
pamphlet every two months. They hope 
shortly to reduce the interval to every 
month. 

Every member has been supplied with a 
subscription card and the distributors of 
pamphlets will have the additional duty of 
collecting subscriptions from members 
within their area. 


National Petition in Newcastle 
A HOUSE-TO-HOUSE canvass is being 
= organized by the Newcastle and dis- 
trict branch in connexion with the 
national petition for a new peace confer- 
ence and volunteers are needed to assist 
with this work. Those who are willing to 
help, but who are not members of the PPU 
study group, should send their names to 
Herbert W. Richardson, “Stoneham,” 
Beechgrove Road, Newcastle 4. 

Miss Vera Brittain will be speaking in 
the Newcastle City Hall on February 12, 
the meeting commencing at 8 p.m. 


Group Social in Norwich 


A GROUP social evening, called for the 

double purpose of helping members to 
get to know one another and to raise 
money for group funds, will be held in the 
Friends’ Hall, Pottergate, at 7.30 p.m. on 
January 30, organized by the Norwich 
group. 

The social will include music, games and 
refreshments, and although no fixed charge 
will be made a collection will be taken to 
which it is hoped members will give as 


PEACE PLEDGE 


* THINGS WE WANT YOU 


"THE MEANING 


" FASCISM, 


liberally as possible. 

Members in Norwich are concentrating 
on the National Peace Council petition 
campaign. Ata stall in the Market Place 
on December 10 they collected 578 signa- 
tures. 


Merry Christmas in Boston 


A MEMBER of the Boston group gave 

unemployed children a treat at 
Christmas. She wrote a letter to the local 
paper appealing for help for the children, 
and as a result of the letter she received 
100 parcels of groceries, and 400 toys, 
seventy of the toys being offered by an- 
other member (a school teacher) who had 
encouraged the children in her class to 
collect them during the year. 

Yet another member has struck upon a 
valuable way of advertising Peace News. 
She buys an extra copy for the use of 
people dining in her café. 


Activity at Welwyn Garden City 
WELWYN Garden City group has re- 

viewed the past year’s work and plans 
have been laid for the year ahead. Ina 
town which is noted for the number of 
public meetings and events, propaganda 
must be original to avoid the effort of 
organization for a public meeting result- 
ing in the speaker preaching to the con- 
verted. 

A few well organized public meetings 
have, therefore, been the best policy, but 
the group has adopted the method of fol- 
lowing up interested folk by “fireside 
meetings” where a few people are invited 
to members’ homes, to meet and discuss 
with group members the problems and 
difficulties they may have. The intimate 
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nature of these meetings has been found 
to be of value in putting the PPU case 
across. 

The group has also formed teams of 
members to carry out the various jobs 
which range from extension in the town 
itself, and in the district around, to the 
organizing of poster sites, and notice dis- 
tribution, and a study group. 

A First-Aid team has groped its way 
through bandaging and splints to a know- 
ledge of how to deal with an accident. 


Enthusiasm in Devon 


THE recent tour of Devon by Canon 

Charles Raven on the whole proved 
most successful, and far-reaching results 
are anticipated. As a result of the Minis- 
ters’ Conference in Plymouth an appeal 
has been received for a similar conference 
later. 

In Kingsbridge the first meeting was 
very well attended, regardless of a down- 
pour of rain, and another meeting is now 
being arranged. 

In Barnstable, too, there was a splendid 
response and two good meetings were held. 
Two local ministers have already offered 
their services in a movement to create 
peace and another meeting calling workers 
together is being arranged to take place on 
January 24. in the YMCA. 


Cheshire Friends’ Work 


Gop results of cooperation with mem- 

bers of the Peace Pledge Union, which 
started during the crisis, are revealed in 
a short report of the work of the Cheshire 
Monthly Meeting Peace Committee of the 
Society of Friends. The cooperation still 
continues. 

During the summer, four open-air meetings 
were held at Disley, Hayfield, Macclesfield and 
Edale. At all these meetings the speakers were 
well received. 

A scheme has just been started for the collec- 
tion of milk for the Spanish children. Posters 
have been printed and exhibited in about forty 
shops inviting people to buy a tin of condensed 
milk and to place it in a box provided. 

During the year the number of peace posters 
sent out for display increased from 49 to 77 per 
month. 


’ Make your own Banners 


Do you know that you can make your own 

peace banners, tableaux, &c., cheaply 
and easily? The Watney Street Propa- 
ganda Art Course—a group of experienced 
voluntary workers—will be pleased to help 
and advise you without charge. Classes 
are held every Friday and Monday at 8.0 
p.m. 

“Some most spectacular and effective 
material has been produced by our group,” 
writes the secretary. ‘“ You only work for 
your own organization and you are wel- 
come to use our premises for this purpose. 
A charge of 3d. per person is made to cover 
lighting, heating, &c. No profits are made.” 

Classes are held at Christchurch Hall, Watney 
Street, Commercial Road, E.1 (Trams 65, 67; 
buses 5, 15, 23, 40; Shadwell Station, District 
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Vhs =3=: By Theo Wills e233 


BASQUE House is in some measure a con« 
centration camp. Sixty-two children 
who would be scattered in their several 
homes, taking their daily journeys to 
school, to work and to pleasure, here have 
their various circles combined into one. In 
this concentration lie some of the problems 
of the place, but also many of its virtues. 
We are like a Swiss Family Robinson, 
exiled together. Our handicaps are our 
challenge. What boy or girl has not 
thrilled to the story of a group of children 
like themselves marooned by snow, by the 
sea, or other circumstance? Here is such 
a colony marooned by the collapse of their 
own. world; and in spite of the sad side of 
things there is something deeply satisfying 
to the child nature in the situation. 


* = * 


It suits children to live in a little “state” 
of their own. This, I think, accounts for 
much of the zest and cheerfulness which 
characterizes our composite family. 

The children in large measure share the 
whole of each other’s lives and cannot over- 
look their responsibility to each other. This 
responsibility is to some extent organized. 
We have our official list of mothers who 
care for smaller children. It does one 
good to come across young mothers ironing 
small garments for their “ offspring.” 

Outside the official round, however, there 
are innumerable spontaneous and touching 
little loyalties. One girl adopted a small 
daughter on her own account when they 
first came to England and they have kept 
together from one colony to another until 
they arrived here. The “baby” is Espe, 
whose face appears on the Basque House 
stamp, which is available for sale. 


* * x 


So, we are doing more than merely 
saving children’s lives here, but also foster- 
ing some of the deepest and finest human 
urges. The “concentration camp” par- 
allel can, of course, be taken too far. We 
are, however, sufficiently concentrated to 
give us a keen appreciation of every excur- 
sion abroad, either near, or, as in the_case 
of recent visits to friends and adcptive 
parents, farther afield. 


The Notice Board 


Meetings 

West Norwood group meets on second and 
fourth Tuesdays in Room 4, St. Luke’s Church 
Hall (near tram terminus). Study circle (to 
study Gregg’s The Power of Non-Violence), 
meets in members’ houses in rotation—usually 
first and third Tuesdays. 


Poster Parades 

Volunteers wanted for special parades to 
awaken public interest in the sufferings of 
Sudeten refugees. Held every Monday from 
6.45 p.m. from Dick Sheppard Memorial Club, 
Thomas Street, W.1. Refreshments before and 
after the parade obtainable at the club. 


“Peace News” Sellers Wanted 

Wandsworth region holding mass door-to-door 
selling on January 27. Meet Tooting Broadway 
Underground Station at 7.15 p.m. 

Tottenham.—Helpers are urgently required to 
sell Peace News and help at bookstall on Fridays 
from 6 p.m. outside the Friends’ Meeting House, 
High Road.—Write to Hilda Butcher, 19 Grey- 
hound Road, London, N.17. 

Bradford.—Volunteers wanted every Saturday. 
Meet outside Brown and Muffs (Tyrell Street 
entrance) at 2.15 p.m. Names and addresses to 
J. Ibson, Dale Garth, Daleside Road, Thornbury, 
Bradford. 

Sheffield.—Urgent, on Fridays, between 5.45 
and 8.30 p.m. at corner of Fargate and Leopold 
Street. Volunteers are asked to notify Geoffrey 
Pickup, 25, Change Alley, Sheffield, 1, not later 
than the previous Monday. 

Belfast—Volunteers wanted for Friday even- 
ings. Write Miss I. Brown, 56 Ulsterville 
Avenue, Belfast. 

Miscellaneous 

Can anyone living in London area offer to 
store a box approximately 4ft. by 2ft. 6ins. by 
2ft. Gins. free of charge for Austrian refugee 
unable to pay storage fees? Offers to War 
Resisters’ International, 11 Abbey Road, Enfield, 
Middlesex. 

Cardiff—On Tuesday, February 7, and on 
every following Tuesday, the Friends’ Meeting 
House, 43 Charles Street, will be open from 
7 p.m. to 9.30 p.m. for peace work. Make this 
a centre for RPU efforts. 

Ilford; January 21.—From the Dick Sheppard 
Club, York Road; a propaganda day to adver< 
tise meeting on January 26. 

Offers of hospitality for refugee friends 
urgently needed from London Area, particularly 
for short periods of a night or two, to take 
them on arrival in London before travelling on 
to other parts of the country. Write to: War 
Resisters’ International, 11 Abbey Road, Enfield, 
Middlesex. 

A social has been arranged by Southbourne 
and Boscombe teams for January 25 in Fellowa 


Railway). For further particulars write to the! ship Hall, Kimberley Road, Bournemouth.' 
Secretary, Norman King, Flat 4. 284/6, The|Local members please note this and publicize 
it. Everyone welcome. Admission 6d. 


Highway, London, E.1. 
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Forthcoming 
Kvents 


As this is a free service. we reserve the 
right to select for publication notices sent 
in. We nevertheless desire to make it as 
complete a service as we reasonably can, 
and therefore urge organizers of events to 


*. Send notices to arrive not later than 
Monday. 


2. Include: Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, 
street); nature of event; speakers, 
organizers (and secretary’s address)— 
preferably in that order and style. 


Friday, Jan. 20 
(4 to 10 p.m.); SATURDAY, Jan. 21 
(2.30 to 10 p.m.) ; MONDAY to FRIDAY 
(6.30 to 10 p.m.)—not open THURS- 
DAY; SATURDAY, Jan. 28 (2.30 to 


10 p.m.) 

LONDON, N.W.1: Friends House, Euston Road ; 
Workers’ Empire Exhibition; admission by pro- 
gramme—3s3d, 

SHIRLEY, Surrey; 8p.m. Benson School. West 
Way; chairman. Croydon branch, International 
Friendship League, on “International Friend- 
ship”; PPU. 

BANGOR; 8 p.m. 32 Main Street; meeting 
addressed by members of Belfast group; PPU. 


Fri. & Sat. Jan. 20 & 21 
LONDON, W.C.1; 8p.m. St. George’s Church, 
Bloomsbury Way; Murder in the Cathedral, by 
TS. Eliot; presented by The Adelphi Group. 
LONDON, N.W.1; 2.30 p.m., Friends House, 
Euston Road; colonial conference; admission 6d.; 
8 p.m., public demonstration; James H. Hudson, 
Nigel Spottiswoode, Fenner Brockway, Frank 
Horrabin and speakers from Ceylon, Africa, 
West Indies, India, &c.; reserved tickets (6d.) 
from Secretary, 35 St. Bride St., E.C.4. 


Sunday, Jan. 22 

LONDON, W.C.1; 2.30 p.m., The Conway Hall, 
Red Lion Square; emergency convention on 
‘National Register and Conscription”; delegates” 
tickets (1s. each) from No Conscription League, 
17 Prescott Street, London, E.l. "Phone: ROYal 
¢876 

CAMDEN TOWN; 8.30 p.m., Trinity Presbyterian 
Church, Kentish Town Road; United Service of 
Christian Pacifist Witness; Rev. Eric Philip, Rev. 
Edgar J. Bentley and Rev. George H. Daniels; 


FoR. 
Monday, Jan. 23 


CARDIFF; 7.30 p.m., Friends’ Meeting House, 


43 Charles Street; Nigel Spottiswoode and Rev. | 


C Jones (chairman); PPU. 

CLYDACH; 7.30 p.m., Calfaria; Mrs. R. J. Jones 
(Cardiff); meeting in’ Welsh; PPU. 
NOTTINGHAM; 7.30 p.m., Cooperative Hall, 
Parliament Street; PPU annual public meeting; 
Canon ‘Stuart Morris and, Maurice Rowntree; 
Nottingham Regional Committee; PPU. 
BOURNEMOUTH; 7.45 p.m., Friends’ Meeting 
House, Avenue Road; Mr. Hurley on “The 
National: Register; PPU. 

BAYSWATER; 8 p.m., Peace.Centre, 52 Queens- 
way; Rev. G..H. Gibson on “ Community and the 
Churches "; Community Service Committee. 
HERNE HILL; 8 p.m., Baptist Church (corner 
Winterbrook Road); Sydney Larcombe on “ The 
work of the WRI”; PPU. 

HORNSEY; 8 p.m. Crouch Hill Presbyterian 
Church Hall; social evening; reading from 
Those Strange Years by the author, Theodora 
Wilson- Wilson; FoR and LNU. 


Tuesday, Jan. 24 
LONDON, N.W.1; 1.20 p.m. Friends House, 
Euston Road; David Spreckley on ‘“ Czecho- 
slovakia"; Peace Committee of London Friends. 
BRIDLINGTON; 7.30 p.m., Wesley Hall, Chapel 
Street; Shoran Singha on “Conflict of Ideals in 
Asia and Europe”; PPU. 
CLYDACH; 7.30 p.m., Women’s Cooperative 
Guild; Mrs. R. J. Jones (Cardiff); meeting in 
English; PPU. 
SALE, Manchester; 7.45 p.m., Town Hall; Canon 
Stuart Morris and Principal Sutherland on “A 
Pacifist faces the Dictators”; PPU. 


Wednesday, Jan. 25 

PONTARDAWE; 7.30 p.m., Mary Gamble and 
Rev. D. J. James; PPU. ° 
PECKHAM; 8 p.m., Friends Meeting House, 
Highshore Road; “Opposition to National 
Register’; Andrew Stewart. 
WATFORD; 8 p.m., Friends’ Meeting House, 
Derby Road (off Queen’s Road); “ Meet John 
Barclay "open invitation; Percy A. Leonard 
(chairman); PPU, 


Thursday, Jan. 26 
ABERDEEN; 8 p.m., Friends’ Meeting House, 98 
Crown Street; study circle; J. Young on “ What 
I would do in event of war”; PPU. 
DOLGELLY; 8 p.m., Tabernacle Church; David 
Spreckley, Vera Brittain and Richard Bishop 
(chairman); PPU. 

TLFORD; 8 p.m, Town Hall; Canon Stuart 
Morris, Rev. Reginald Sorensen and S. J. Russell 
(chairman); PPU, , 

LONDON, N.W.1; 8p.m. Friends House. Euston 
Road; Rev. H. Ingli James and W. L. Williams 
on “Pacifists and the Political Outlook”; 
Christian Pacifist Party. 

LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m., 8 Endsleigh Gardens; 
Rabbi Angel on “ Why the Jews?” PPU. 


Thurs. to Sat., Jan. 26 to 28 
LONDON, N.W.1; Friends House, Euston Road; 
A conference on the Economic Road to Peace; 
organized by W.1 group of the PPU; details 
from the honorary organizer, Dick Sheppard 
Memorial Club, King’s Weigh House, Thomas 
Street, London, W.1. « 


Friday, Jan. 27 
WOKINGHAM; 7.45 p.m., Town Hall; Canon 
Stuart Morris and Richard Symonds; PPU. 
BOW; 8 p.m., Kingsley Hall, Powis Road; Murder 
in the Cathedral, by T. S. Eliot; presented by 
The Adelphi Group. 

HULL; 8 p.m., Peace Centre, 64 Prospect Street: 
play reading: Glorious Morning; produced by 
C. Evans; PPU. 


Saturday, Jan. 28 
NEW SOUIHGATE; 8 p.m. Springfield Hall, 
Springfield Road; dramatic evening; The Boy 
Comes Home (A. A. Milne) -and Homicide 


PEACE 


What 
does 


stand 
for? 


l. HOW IT BEGAN 


T HE Peace Pledge Union dates 
from tre day whin Dick Srcp- 
pard invited all men who felt as he 
did to write to him stating that they 
renounced war and would rever 
again participate in one. 

The immediate response was over- 
whelming, and every day since then 
pledge cards have come in, the total 
having now reached some 123,000. At 
first the movement had been confined 
to men, but when the signatures of 
women were asked for there was once 
more an immediate response. By 
reason of its numerical and moral 
strength, this venture has become a 
national movement, and it is linked 
with the world movement by its affili- 
ation to the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national. 

Dick Sheppard asked some veading 
men and women to joi1 him as Spon- 
sors. Practically all of them were 
subsequently elected at the move- 
ment’s first Annual General Meeting, 
and today th: Sponsors are : George 
Lansbury, M.P., Canon Stuart Morris, 
Maurice L. Rowntree. John Barclay, 
Harold F. Bing, Miss Vera Brittain, H. 
Runham Brown, the Rev. Henry 
Carter, Miss is.cy Gamble, Dr. A. 
Herbert Gray, Laurence Housman, 
James H. Hudson, Aldous Huzley, 
Miss Storm Jameson, J. Middleton 
Murry, Humphrey S. Moore, Capt. 
Philip Mumford, Max Plowman, Lord 
Ponsonby, Canon C. E. Raven, Bert- 
rand Russell, Dr. Alfred Salter. MP, 
Siegfried Sassoon, Dr. Donald O. 
Soper, Miss E. Thorneycroft, Wilfred 
Wellock, Dr. Alex Wood, and Arthur 
Wragg. 

The headquarters are at 96 Regent 
Street, London, W.1. The President is 
George Lansbury, M.P, the’ Treasurer. 
Maurice L. Rowntree, the Chairman (and 


secretary), Canon Stuart Morris, and the 
Group Organizer, John Barclay. 


Give your pledge on a postcard:— 
I renounce war and I will never 
support or sanction another. 
Sign this, add your address, and scnd 
the card to PPU headquarters 
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Box Number 6d. extra 


LATEST TIME FOR COPY TUESDAY MORNING 


ACCOMMODATION 


To Let 
TO LET UNTIL APRIL, furnished room in 
young woman's flat. Rent 17s. 6d. Use of 
kitchen and  bath.—Tyndall, 35 Cleveland 
Terrace, W.2. 


TWO ROOMS, furnished or unfurnished, with 
use of kitchen, to be Let. Tenants must be 
racially tolerant young men or married couple. 
Refugees acceptable. Terms reasonable.—For 
further particulars, address 12a Westbourne 
Grove, W.2. 


[ suripinc AND DECORATING 


DECORATIONS AND ALL HOUSE REPAIRS. 
Plumbing, &c.—C. T. Coles, 45, Alma Avenue, 
Highams Park, E.4. Telephone: Larkswood 1904. 


| DRAMATIC 


DO YOU LIVE IN NORTH LONDON? IE so, 
come to Springfield Hall, Springfield Road, NEW 
SOUTHGATE, on Saturday. January 28 (8p.m.), 
for a dramatic evening. New Southgate Pax 
Players present The Boy Comes Home (A.A. 
Milne); interlude (presented by Madame Elsie 
Wood): and Homicide (Hedley Quant). 
Admission by programme, ls. from 59 Waterfall 
Road, New Southgate, N.11. 


| EDUCATIONAL | 


PHRENOLOGY aids International Under- 
standing. Thorough training given in classes. 
New Session, February. Stamp for particulars 
to Class Organizer, British Phrenological Society, 
65 Chancery Lane, London, W.C.2. 


PROPAGANDA ART COURSE, at Christ- 
church. 5 Watney Street, Commercial Road, E.1. 
Make your own group banner, &c. Mondays 
and Fridays, 8.0 p.m. 


7 HEALTH AND MEDICAL | 


GARLIC NATURE-CURE TREATMENT for 
rheumatism. With a pure diet, no better remedy 
for rheumatism than garlic is known to medical 
science. “Allysol” tablets and liquid contain 
the antiseptic purifying power of garlic without 
that garlic smell. “Allysol” does not taint 
breath or body. No animal substance. No drug 
effect. Powerful but harmless. Trial box 3s., 
or 3 months supply 24s., post free from G. 
Millwood, Boxhill Road, Tadworth, Surrey. 


KINGSTON. EDINBURGH, The Fountainhead 
of Modern Nature Cure ‘Health Home and 
Training Centre). President: James C. Thom- 
son. Particulars from the Secretary, Kingston, 
Edinburgh, 9. 


PEACE CONFERENCE DELEGATION 


A DELEGATION from the American 

National Peace Conference has called 
on President Roosevelt to urge the holding 
of a new world peace conference. This 
follows the public statement addressed to 
the President in which, as we reported last 


week, some 800 representative Americans 
in many walks of life urged leadership by 


the United States in support of such a 


conference. 


Speaking to the President on behalf of 
the NPC delegation, John Nevin Sayre, of 
the American Fellowship of Reconciliation, 
drew his attention to the National Petition 
for a new Peace Conference being 
organized in Britain. The public state- 
ment referred to above, said Mr. Sayre, 
“is only a sample of the widespread con- 
viction that the growing international 
tensions of our time will lead to war unless 
they are resolved by conference.” 


“We feel that just as you have urged 
that ‘peace be made before rather than 
after war,’” continued Mr. Sayre, “so now 
the initiative for conference should be 
taken by you and the democratic countries 
before another world crisis develops.” 


Aims to Reconcile 
Nations 


Approaches to prominent men in differ- 
ent countries with a view to building a 
centre of universal ethics where nations 
could found a new school of thought “as a 
supreme bond in the face of all that con- 
spires to divide them in this hostile period” 
have been made by M. Nemon, a Yugo- 
slavian ‘sculptor. 


He aims to “conserve and diffuse all 
thought founded on reason,” to “ crystallize 
the newest discoveries of science into a 
system of universal ethics,” and to “exalt 
and symbolize the complete spiritual in- 


(Hedley Quant); New Southgate Pax Players. 'dependence of man.” 


More Talks on 
War Resistance Abroad 


The following informative group talks 
have been arranged by the War Resisters’ 
International group of speakers: 


January 23. HERNE HILL; Sydney P. 
Larcombe. 
es 25. RUISLIP; Miss Mabel Baker. 
February 1. PECKHAM,; Sydney P. Larcombe 
a 8. SLOUGH; Eric L. Dixon. 
’ 24. COULSDON; Kenneth Clark. 


Feb. 24 or Mar.8. HARROGATE; 
W. Denis Riley. 

February 28. READING; Sydney P. Larcombe. 

March 21. GROVE PARK; Eric T. Roach. 

» 22. BATH; George H. Lockett. 

On dates to be fixed: EYNSFORD; Sydney P. 
Larcombe. TROWBRIDGE; Harold F. Bing. 
BRISLINGTON; George H. Lockett. HONOR 
OAK PARK; Eric T. Roach. 


: Any other groups in or near London, or 

in the Bristol or Manchester area, wishing 

to hear about the work for war resistance 

abroad, should communicate with: — 

Sydney P. Larcombe, 6 Cavendish Avenue, 
Sevenoaks, Kent, or Grace M. Beaton, General 
Secretary, War Resisters’ International, 11 
Abbey Road, Enfield, Middlesex. 


each week. Every sincere 
Peace worker should see 
it. By using the attached 
coupon, you can get the 
"NLL." at the special 
rate of 2s. bd. for six 
months, post free. 


I enclose 


Name 


Special Offer to “PEACE NEWS” Readers 


Readers of " Peace News" have become interested in the I.L.P. because 
of its stand against War, Rearmament and the National Register. 
The " New Leader," organ of the I.L.P., vigorously voices these views 


Address 


MISS J. D. WALLINGTON, health practitioner, 
osteopath, bonesetter, treats all conditions of ill- 
health by natural methods; narticularly success- 
ful with nerves and digestive cases. Consultations 
by appointment. 1 Ashley Place, S.W.1 (Victoria 
0131), and 2 Norton Way North, Letchworth. 
(Letchworth 885). 


ILLUMINATED ADDRESSES 


ILLUMINATED ADDRESSES (framed or un- 
framed), albums scrolls, testimonials, rolls of 
honour, &c., from 1 guinea to 100 guineas; advice 
readily given by our own artists Battley Brothers, 
Ltd., Commercial Artists and Photographers, 
Printers and Publishers, The Queensgate Press, 
Clapham Park, S.W.4. Telephone: Macaulay 3401. 


| MEETINGS, &c. 


* FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION 

(London Union). A Fellowship Hour, for com- 
munion with God and each other, is held the 
third Monday in each manth, from 6 to 7 p.m. 
at 17 Red Lion Square, W.C.1. 


| PERSONAL | 


TWO WORKING SISTERS SEEK 
GUARANTEE for their parents. No financial 
assistance needed, only guarantee.—Liebeskind, 
14 West Hill, Highgate. 


WOULD ANY KIND PERSON’ GIVE 
GUARANTEE for my husband, still in Vienna? 
I am working here.—Freund, 14 West Hill, 
Highgate. 


RELIGIOUS.. 


QUAKERISM.—Information and literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the Religious 
Society of Friends, free on application to the 
Friends Home _ Service Committee, Friends 
House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 


TYPEWRITING 


TYPING FOR “PEACE.” Jean's lyping and 
Duplicating Office are waiting for any jobs you 
may have—large or small Speed, effic:ency, and 
low charges. "Phone Bishopsgate 3309; 7, Broad 
Street Station, Liverpool Street, E.C.2. 


WHERE TO STAY 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Vegetarian Food Re- 
form Guest House. Alt. 600ft. For happy holi- 
day or restful recuperation. Increased accom- 
modation. Central heating throughout; h. and c. 
water in all bedrooms. Central for conferences. 
—A. & K. S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, near 
Matlock. Telephone Ambergate 44." Station, 
Ambergate (L.MS.). 


The Free-Economy Federation 
Great Britain 


Aims at the ABOLITION OF PRIVATE 


OWNERSHIP OF LAND and the release of 
IDLE CAPITAL for the production of goods 


means of ensuring to all the FULL 
PROCEEDS OF LABOUR. 


the 
apply 


All who 
basis of 


wish to secure peace on 
economic justice should 
for particulars to: 
The Genera! Secretary, Free-Economy 
Federation, 
2 Princess Crescent, London, N.4 


{Representatives will attend the Conference} 


PRINTING ond PUBLICITY 
e 


W. J. FOWLER & SON, LTD. 


245-7, CRICKLEWOOD BROADWAY, 
LONDON, N.W.2. 
GLAdstone 1234. 


Pledge 


Telephone: «<« © e¢ «© «© 


100% Members Peace Union. 


Vea HOUSE—the residential centre for pro- 
gressive youth. Internationalism and fellow- 
ship in active communal life. Single bed-sitting 
rooms, I7s. 6d. p.w. For particulars apply: 
Secretary, Youth House, 250 Camden Road, 
London, N.W.1. GULliver 5189. 


MEAT EATING INVOLVES CRUELTY ! 


Why not try The Vegetarian Way? 
Free literature, including Recibes, from 


THE VEG:TARIAN SOCIETY, 
57, Princess Street, Manchester, 2 


2s. 6d. Please send me the "N.L." for six 


months according to your special offer in " Peace News." 


Oeeeteccoreses Seeceveseene Oseveconreseuceavevacvecs 


London, E.C.4. 
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NEWS 


CONSCRIPTION 


By PHILIP S. MUMFORD 
Sponsor of the P.P.U. 


"THE Peace Pledge Union will view the 

formation of the No Conscription 
League with every sympathy and good 
will. 

Doubtless the 
League will receive © 
strong support from 
many of our mem- 
bers. I hope, how- 
ever, that the PPU 
itself will continue to 
stand aloof from 
political controversy 
and concentrate on 
its work of propagat- 
ing pacifism. 

The religious and 
non-religious alike 
may learn from.the 
well-known story of 
Christ in the Temple. 
Was it lawful to pay tribute to Ceesar or 
not? We know the answer. Again, Christ 
said, “Resist not evil, but overcome evil 
with good” and “Suffer it to be so now.” 

Am I right to understand from these 
sayings that we should preach the gospel 
rather than attempt to order the lives of 
the unconverted? 


Mr. Graham Howe, the psychologist who 
once gave a series of lectures for the PPU, 
remarked to me that the PPU should func- 
tion as a lighthouse and not as a lifeboat. 
This is yet another way of expressing a 
similar idea. 


As a pioneer movement asking humanity 
to re-assess its values it is our job to wean 
the people from their militarism and not 


NATIONAL 
REGISTER: 


the TUC and that these were to be for- 
warded to the Minister of Labour, the 
nominees being “asked to serve on the 
committees and remain thereon so long as 
the scheme proceeds on a genuinely volun- 
tary basis.” 

It is thus important that the chairman of 
the No Conscription League, Mr. W. Bal- 
lantine, is a prominent member of the 
National Union of Railwaymen. Moreover, 
it is known that several important trades 
councils in various parts of the country 
have already passed resolutions indicating 
that they will have nothing to do with 
national registration. 

Included among these are the trades 
councils of Bradford, Huddersfield, and 
Perth. News of such measures of oppo- 
sition continues to be reported to the No 
Conscription League (at its office at 17 
Prescot Street, London E.1), and to this 
newspaper. 

At a trades council meeting in the 
Merthyr Valley recently, more than 200 
votes were cast for a resolution (moved by 
a young miner) against having anything to 
do with the national register, and only 
three against. Both the MP for the divi- 
sion, Mr. S. O. Davies, and Mr. Arthur 
Horner spoke against the resolution. 

On Monday the National Union of Scot- 
tish Mineworkers met in Glasgow to con- 
sider proposals of the Mineworkers’ Feder- 
ation of Great Britain for assisting in vol- 
untary national service. They decided to 
take “no part in the scheme as submitted.” 

Nor is the Labour Party itself united be- 
hind the National Council of Labour’s atti- 
tude. Among parties that are reported to 
have resisted that attitude is that of the 
Banbury Division, the executive committee 
of which on Friday turned down, in spite 
of official party advice, any participation 
in the national register campaign. 


P.P.U. Action 


An emergency meeting of the Sponsors 
of the Peace Pledge Union was held in 
London on Tuesday for the purpose of dis- 
cussing the attitude of the PPU to the 
national service register. 

The written views of absent Sponsors and 
the opinions of those present having been 
discussed, general agreement was reached 
on the following basis: 

(a) Each member of the PPU must remain 
free to implement the pledge in accordance with 
his or her own conscience; but 

(b) The Peace Pledge involves all members as 
individuals, and the Peace Pledge Union as a 
fellowship tn opposition to war and all war 
preparation; and therefore 

(c). The Sponsors of the PPU reasserted their 
opposition to rearmament, conscription, and all 
war -preparation, of which they believe the 
national register is part. 

It was further decided that a meeting 
should be organized in the near future, if 
possible on a Sunday afternoon, in 4 cen- 


'|Register to 


January 20, 1939 


to interfere with the military plans of those | Britain to develop into a Totalitarian State, 


who believe in violence. 


one vast regimented war machine, they 


The No Conscription League has under-| must surely begin to reconsider their 
taken a task which needs to be done.| attitude. 


Whilst I hope that many individual paci- 


fists will join the League, let us as a body te 
accept the limitations of our wider purpose. Ss 


By FENNER BROCKWAY 


No Conscription League: Secretary 
of the ILL.P. 


WT is now the duty of every section of the 


The National Register is a first step 
wards making Britain a Totalitarian War 
tate. It is the duty of all cf us to resist 
it as such, and in the No Conscription 


League an opportunity for such united | 


resistance is forthcoming. 


By STORM JAMESON 
Sponsor of the P.P.U. 


a public which is opposed to conscription| WHE formation of the No Conscription 


to unite and exert the maximum public 


Fellowship “to stimulate and coordi- 


pressure against the tendencies quite clear| nate political opposition to conscription ” 


in the National 
impose § 
war duties of one 
kind or another upon | 
the whole population. b 

It is true that if 
war policies are to Fe 
be pursued by the ts " 
Government, con-/ res 
scription will be in- | 
evitable, but opposi- 
tion to conscription is 
a part of the struggle 
against warand 
should not be dis- 
missed as an irrele- § 
vant incidental. 


Many of those who are inclined to 
support the policy of war do so on the 
ground that it is necessary to defend 
democratic liberties against the Fascist 
menace. When they see that in order to 
fight Fascism it will become necessary for 


Labour Opposition 


tral London cinema, with a view to putting 
before the public the fact that the only 
choice today was between war, involving 
inevitably ARP, national registration, con- 
scription, &c., and peace, involving total 
disarmament, limitation of national sove- 
reignty, together with economic and 
political reconstruction. 

This decision superseded the decision to 
hold an Albert Hall meeting (reported last 
week), as it was felt that the meeting 
should be held before the voluntary re- 
gister scheme was reconsidered (in March) 
and the Albert Hall was not available 
then. 


Demonstration Next Week 


Meanwhile, individual members and 
sympathizers of the PPU will take the 
opportunity to demonstrate opposition to 
the national service register by selling 
Peace News and other literature outside 
the Albert Hall, London, on Tuesday. A 
“united front” of which the Labour Party 
apparently does approve—ranging from 
Sir John Anderson to Mr. Herbert Mor- 
rison—will be there appealing for recruits, 
particularly for the ARP branches of 
national service, . 

Fifty volunteers are needed to sell Peace 
News, and fifty more for other literature. 
Offers for the first should be made to Mr. 
William Millman, City PPU Group, at 
13 Paternoster Row, London, E.C.4, and for 
the second to Miss Ellen Dighton, at the 
Dick Sheppard Centre, 52 Queensway, 
Bayswater, .W.2. 

It is hoped that at least 100 will take 
advantage of this opportunity: turn up on 
Tuesday night at 6.30 on the steps at the 
back of the Albert Hall. 

Delegates and visitors are expected to 
turn up in good numbers, despite short 
notice, at Sunday’s convention in the Con- 
way Hall, Red Lion Square, W.C.1, organ- 
ized by the No Conscription League. Final 
arrangements, as well as provisional plans 
for a big campaign, were made at a meet- 
ing of the provisional committee on Tues- 
day night. 

Subscriptions to the No Conscription 
League will be 1s. for individual members, 
2s. 6d. for local organizations, and £1 for 
national organizations, 


DETAILS OF THE REGISTER 


"THE Government has already prepared 
its schedule for conscription and this 

schedule will be the basis of the national 
register. 

The schedule provides for 

(a) Exemption from conscription, in the first 
instance, for workers in jobs essential to war; 

(b) Exemption for workers above 21, 23, 25 or 
30 years of age (according to employment) in 
jobs important, but not essential, for war pur- 
poses ; and : 

4c) Conscription in the war services of all 


can be justified on many political grounds, 
and I have no doubt that these grounds will 
have been fully set out by your correspon- 
dents. 

I am only concerned to add that I do not 
think it is the task of the PPU to give time 


and energy to opposing conscription. If; 


war can be averted conscription is not an 
issue. If war comes so will conscription, 
there is no possibility of stopping it. The 
question then will be the defence, where 


possible, of individual pacifists who will 


refuse to be conscripted. 

I do not think that a pacifist has the moral 
right to attempt, even with pain and danger 
to himself, to withdraw completely from 
his society when society is at war. There 
will be children to save: both their minds 
and bodies will need to be guarded. I 
should like to see the PPU preparing to do 
this. I appreciate the arguments against 
this course of action, but they do not weigh 
with me. 


(continued from 


page 1) 
workers in jobs not important for war. 


On this basis the scheme has been 
worked out in detail, the complete docu- 
ment occupying 42 columns and no occu- 
pation appears to have been overlooked. 


Exemption will be granted, generally 
speaking, to workers in industries essential 
for armaments or for chemical warfare, 
and to skilled workers in industries needed 
to maintain the life of the nation. 


The first to be called up will thus be 
labourers and unskilled workers in almost 
every case. The extent to which this 
means that young workers will be the first 
to be ccnscripted is shown by the fact that 
in the case of the railways—an essential 
service—it is estimated that more than 
half of the workers under 21 will be con- 
scripted immediately. 


The existence of such a schedule shows 
that no reliance may be placed upon 
cfficial assurances that the national regis- 
ter is not a preparation for conscription. 


Here are some examples, taken more or 
less at random from an almost endless list, 
of the classes of employees who will not be 
kept in their jobs as “ reserved occupations ” 
(Le. jobs “of national importance”) but 
expected to join the armed forces. 


Shorthand writers, shop assistants, and “ wei- 
fare officers” and organizers who are under 35. 

“Labourers” in various oil and fat manu- 
factures and the manufacture of non-alkaline 
chemicals, senior clerks, printing trades workers, 
and “labourers in thread manufacture” who are 
under 30. 


Labourers in explosives manufacture. bank, 
railway, and Civil Service clerks, dentists. 
teachers, works manogers, and BBC staff who 
are under 25. 


Farmers and general farm workers who are 
under 21. 


MORE VIEWS 


By LORD PONSONBY 
Sponsor of the P.P.U. 


ALTHOUGH conscription is not yet 

officially adopted in its compulsory 
form, there can be no doubt that it will 
be unofficially attempted in compiling the 
National Register 
both for the fighting 
services and for 
labour. 

This must be res 
sisted and every case 
reported. A_ protest 
cannot be made too 
soon against dragoons 
ing the whole popula. 
tion into war service 
and against militariz- 
ing the nation and 
encouraging the 
belief that war is 
inevitable. 

It is from this cause 
that peace isin 
danger and that the attempts at concilia- 
tion are rendered futile by this open 
declaration of distrust towards other 
nations. Should conscription come, the 
sincerity of the Government will be judged 
if conscription of wealth as well as of lives 
is adopted as most certainly it ought to be. 


By JOHN BARCLAY 
Sponsor of the P.P.U. 


AS a pacifist I am entirely opposed to 

conscription in any form. For this 
reason I have already refused to have any- 
thing to do with ARP—believing it to be 
the necessary corollary to a totalitarian 
(i.e., modern) war. ‘ 

I believe that as pacifists we must stand 
uncompromisingly against any cooperation 
in war or preparations for war and at the 
same time must do our best to persuade 
others to make this stand with us. 

National Registraltion—voluntary or com- 
pulsory—seems to me to be but another 
method by which the civilian population 
can be enrolled under the State to play its 
part in a totalitarian war. I shall therefore 
oppose National Registration, ARP and 
Conscription, and do my best to make my 
opinion known both inside and outside our 
Movement—always telling my hearers that 
the responsibility of personal acceptance 
rests with them. I am willing to cooperate 
with others on this issue. 


By MAURICE L. ROWNTREE 


Sponsor and Hon. Treasurer 
of the P.P.U. 


A® Pacifists, we renounce war and refuse 

to take part in it. Much more do we 
renounce confusicn to make people take 
part in war, or to engage in work to assist 
war. Therefore we oppose Conscription. 
The only point of doubt that arises is how 
best to do this. 

Ultimately the best way is by creating 
an attitude to life. and by constructing a 
social, industrial and international order, 
in which war is out of the question, and 
compulsion to prepare for and take part in 
war is not even dreamt of. 

But though this is our supreme task it 
cannot be done in a day, and we are faced 
here and now with the threatened imposi- 
tion of a National Register for the purpose 
of making us more efficient for war. This 
Register, as Fenner Brockway says, is the 
all too natural precursor of more attempts 
to impose Conscription. The Government 
must be shown that these attempts will 
meet with -our determined opposition. 
Therefore I welcome the formation of a 
No Conscription League and hope it will 
be supported as strongly as possible. 


Published from Editorial and Publishing Offices, 3, Blackstock Road, London, N.4. by “Peace 
News,” Ltd. (Registered Office, 96 Regent Street, London, W.1.), and printed for them by The 
Walthamstow Press, Ltd. (T.U.), Guardian House, Forest Road, London, F.17. 
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